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Said an aged clergyman, a few days ago, half in 
playfulness and half in earnest, ‘I am now close on 
to eighty years old, and I've been hard at work a 
long time; but I haven’t got the world straightened 
out yet.” That good old man will die before God's 
work in this world is all done; but he may have 
served his own generation faithfully and done all the 
work God had for him to do. It is a good thing for 
us to understand that when our work is done, the 
Lord's isn’t. Work we never so faithfully, we shall 
leave something to be done by those who come 
after us. 


It has been said that men everywhere and in all 
ages have recognized the idea that heaven is above, 
and that hell is below; that the right trends 
upward and the wrong trends downward. But 
there seem to be exceptions to thie rule; for we find 
about us men consciously growing worse and worse 
by wilful indulgence in sin, who yet tell of their 
hope that they shall, at death, enter heaven. They 
admit that their course is a downward one; but they 
comfort themselves with the thought that, if they 
pursue it far enough, it will bring them into eternal 
happiness. Of all strange theories, the strangest is 
that of a sinner sliding down hill into heaven. 





There can be no question that the liquor business 
has been seriously weakened, and in some places 
almost destroyed, by the existing revivals of religion 
and temperance. In Hartford, drunkenness and con- 
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sequent crime have so diminished, according to The 
Hartford Courant, that the population of the jail 
In the Berkshire towns 
where Mr. Murphy worked, the result has been sim- 
ilar. Thus The Springfield Republican, the local 


,;| authority of the region, says that the Great Barring- 


ton District Court has had to deal with but two 
drunkards this year, and that in itand thesurrounding 
towns the cases have been diminished nine tenths, 
Many dealers announce that next year they will ask 
for no licenses, and will discontinue the business for 
lack of patronage. In Washington, D.C., accord- 
ing to a correspondent of The Chicago Times, the 
sale of drinks has fallen off one sixth since the tem- 
perance agitation began. No less than sixty saloons 
have closed for want of patronage, he says; and 
“every day witnesses some popular bar-room suc- 
cumb.” Of course the number of arrests is corres- 
pondingly diminished. The growth of temperance 
is illustrated not only by these results of special 
revival work, but also by statistics showing a steady 
diminution of drinking habits throughout the world. 
Thus alate writer in a leading Leipsic periodical 
shows that the town of Mannheim, in the grand 
duchy of Baden, had in 1813 one beer saloon to every 
one hundred and nine inhabitants, but in 1873 only 
one to every one hundred and seventy-three. Heidel- 
berg in the same time had improved from one to 
every one hundred and thirty-five to one in every 
one hundred and eighty-three; and Carlsruhe from 
one in every two hundred and twenty-five to one 
in every three hundred and three. In the whole 
province there was, on an average, one such place to 
every two hundred inhabitants; and yet Baden, 
according to that writer, is doubtless one of the 
portions of Germany where the habits of life demand- 
ing such places are most fully developed. 


An evidence of the need of a higher moral tone in 
the community is found in the fact, that when a good 
man yields his life rather than aid in committing a 
crime there are not wanting persons—who ought to 
know the difference between the right and the wrong 
—to shake their heads in grave doubt whether, after 
all, he was not unwise to put so high an estimate as 
this on character and duty. Here, for example, is 
another case of a bank cashier—Mr. J. W. Barron, of 
Dexter, Maine—who would not assist a band of rob- 
bers in their crime, and was murdered because of his 
inflinching integrity. A prominent New England 
paper thinks that “ Mr. Barron’s family, if he has 
one, may not appreciate the sacrifice;” and inti- 
mates that it would have been better for him to have 
yielded to the demands of the robbers, because “ the 
ministers sometimes tell us that a man’s life is worth 
more than any amount of money.” And the words 
of this paper are the echo of many a similar state- 
ment even in Christian circles. But the direct ques- 
tion at issue between Mr. Barron and the robbers was 
not one of money. Had it been, he would have done 
well to yield to them. Nor was it one of holding or 
giving up a key which they could take from his body 
after his death, if he would not surrender it while 
living. They asked him to supply them with infor- 
mation—which he alone possessed, and which could 
not be taken without his consent—that they might 
use it in the robbing of a bank. They were power- 


intelligent co-operation, and become to that extent 

their accomplice in crime. Ifhe would so far share in 

the robbery, he should have personal safety as his part 

of the profits. He spurned thebribe, and they mur- 

dered him. Mr. Barron is said to have been a man 

“well known for his integrity,” “a consistent mem- 

ber of the Congregational Church,” indeed “one of 
its strong pillars ;” “although a man of slight build, 

and little fitted for a combat with his assailants,” 

he was “ yet possessed of an iron will and a faithful 

purpose to lay down his life rather than betray his 

trust.” Such a man has lived well and died well. 

His memory is a more precious possession to his wife 

and child than his life would have been had he con- 

sented to purchase it by an intelligent and deliberate 

co-operation in crime. Some two years ago we had 

occasion to call attention in these columnsto the duty 

of just such a course as this under similar circum- 

stances. We then said that we were sure there were 
many upright bank cashiers in the country who 
would pursue this course in an emergency. Since 
that writing we have been called, in at least three 
instances, to make mention of noble illustrations of 
the very fidelity to principle which we had declared 
to be so important. And now again we say, that 
there are hundreds of Christian bank officers who 
would do the same thing to-day, if they were brought 
to the test. And among these are some of the very 
men who new most doubt if they would stand the 
trial without flinching. Let us thank God that Chris- 
tian principle thus manifests its purity and power in 
the day of its sorest testing. 





HOW TO GET MORE, 


Among the many strange things in this world, 
things which are permitted of God, and which he 
tells us we must expect as a matter of course, few 
seem more unreasonable—at first glance more unfair 
—than the indisputable fact, that ‘ whosoever hath, 
to him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance; but whosoever hath not, from him shall 
be taken away even that he hath.” This is declared 
by our Saviour to be true in the spiritual world 
It is shown by experience and observation to be true 
in practical, every-day life; for the same laws run 
uniformly throughout the kingdoms of nature and 
of grace. 


In the accumulation of wealth it is admitted that 
“the first thousand dollars is hardest to get.” The 
subsequent increase is far easier. And the more 
money @ man has the more he can get for it, dollar 
by dollar. The poor pay more than the rich for the 
necessaries of life. He who buys a single pound of 
flour, or a single basket of coal, is charged a higher 
price per pound than he who buys flour by the barrel 
or coal by the ton. Retail rates are always highest. 
Cramped quarters in a tenement house bring larger 
rents than the same space in a costly residence on a 
fashionable street. The great capitalist has open- 
ings for profitable investment which are closed against 
him who has only a few hundreds to offer in that 
direction. 

It is with institutions as with men. If a college 
or a hospital needs an endowment, some one will 
propose to give $20,000,—when $180,000 more are 
raised ; but not a cent before, Ifa struggling band 





less for bank robbery unless he would give to them his 


of Christians in a feeble pioneer community wants 
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to build a church, an offer comes from a church- 
erection’society to donate $500 when that sum will 
complete,the edifice; but all earlier; payments must 
be looked for elsewhere. When a great corporation 
for manufacturing or commercial purposes is fairly 
on the road to success, it can borrow money without 
stint, and its projectors will have unlimited praise. 
Until then it must struggle for existence, and be 
content to encounter the doubts and the sneers of 
some of the shrewdest in the community. The bank 
which has no need of deposits can have any amount 
more.= One that really wants them must wait for 
them. 

And with all things else as with money. Favor 
is readiest given to him who has no lack of it. 
Friends multiply to everybody but the friendless, 
Employment is in abundance for all who are not 
unemployed. A boy setting out in life finds it 
hardest to get the first place of any sort. That once 
found, he is likely to have any number of new places 
open to him. A young lawyer without a brief may 
vainly proffer his services gratuitously to lawyer- 
seeking litigants ; but let it be known that he already 
has as much as he can do, and he will have a chance 
to refuse business from the same parties at the 
highest professional rates. It is the minister who is 
well settled who is invited to a dozen other pulpits. 
The clergymen who are now standing idle are the 
ones who} think that the ministry is not rightly 
appreciated. When a distinguished Connecticut 
pastor was called from a city church to a professor- 
ship at Andover, a leading member of the church 
said to a trustee of the seminary, “I don't think 
that you can have our pastor; for I really don’t see 
how we can spare him.” ‘“ We don’t want anybody 
that can be spared” was the keen reply. Men who 
can be spared in one place are rarely in demand else- 
where. It is the men who cannot be spared that 
are most wanted everywhere. Nobody will question 
that statement. 

It is the same story with mental acquirements. 


There is no learning so difficult as the alphabet. 
The child's work is hardest. When a youth has 
mastered one language, the next comes easily. He 
who knows most has least trouble in learning more. 
The professional man gains in facility of work as he 
gets farther on in his profession. He who has most 
to do is the very one to add to his duties without 


breaking down. The busiest man seems to have 
most leisure for another. service. 


And in the spiritual life each attainment gives 
hope and assurance of an attainment beyond. The 
earlier struggles with sin are hardest. Every vic- 
tory over self, or lust, or passion, or outside enemies, 
makes the next victory easier. All gain in loving, 
in trusting, in doing, brings other gains in the same 
direction. New beauties in the word of God open 
readiest to him who already knows: most of the 
beauties of that word. He who now has the fullest 
soul makes largest increase of his soul treasures con- 
tinually. And he who fails to increase his soul 
supply, or to use wisely his present possessions, loses 
steadily his hold on that which before he had. He 
finds for himself that “ a talent is extirpated by dis- 
use,” that “ whosoever hath, to him shall be given; 
and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he seemeth to have.” 


It is indeed well that this is so; well for the poor 
as it is for the rich; well for him who hath not as 
for him who hath, This life is a battle-field, not a 
hospital. Its call is for soldiers to fight for victory, 
not for helpless invalids to be petted and nursed. 
A young man has reason to thank God that there is 
no ambulance corps standing ready with a stretcher 
to lift him from his feet and carry him along gently 
to some place of ease and security. As it is, he must 
struggle or fall. He must make his way or lose it. 
If he succeeds, he will be all the more of a man for 
his effort. If he fails, he has his just deserts. When 
he has earned friends and wealth and fame and suc- 
cess, he will have them in fullest supply. He ought 
not to expect them, nor yet to desire them, until 





then. If all his possessions amount to but a single 
talent, he is not to wrap that in a napkin, and com- 
plain of a hard master, and acold world, and a hope- 
less lot ; but he is to put that talent at the exchang- 
er’s, and when it has gained one talent more, he will 
have a better look for ten talents; and he will have 
gained in manhood quite as much asin talents. The 
way to get more is to get something. The second 


step upward is to be taken only after the first. | 


When we have and rightly use a little, we can gain 
a great deal more. God will help us to large attain- 
ment and to glorious progress; but not all at once. 





PRAISE WHERE IT BELONGS. 


There was atime in this country, say thirty or 
forty years ago, when a curious sort of sentimen- 
tality came into fashion in certain circles of society. 
If a woman belonging to that circle was possessed 
of ordinary intelligence, she was pretty sure to read 
“ZL. E. L.” and Mrs. Hemans, and straightway to 
attempt to write similar poetry herself. If one of 
her friends was named John H. Smith, he contrib- 
uted romantic stories to the lighter magazines under 
the name of J. Hamlet Smyth. Sometimes, in the 
temporary prevalence of this fashion, one of the 
more famous periodicals would give a liberal space 
to amateur writers; and country school-girls and 
dry-goods clerks would appear in its pages by the 
side of anIrving. In that part of society controlled 
by the boneless sentimentalists there was the same 
easy-going courtesy; the garden had its summer- 
house, and the lady kept an album for the verses or 
prose sentiments of her associates. Friend met 
friend with an elaborate greeting, and “ Friend- 
ship’s Offering” or “The Bridal Vow,” tawdrily 
bound in a profusion of gilt and color, were in 
demand for wedding gifts. Mutual admiration so- 
cieties were somewhat in vogue; and would-be poets 
considered themselves unfortunate if they lacked 
friends enthusiastic enough to convince them that 
they were, in one way or another, very agreeable 
and remarkable persons. 

It is easy enough to laugh at the follies of this 
little element in the society of that time, but it was 
not wholly without its praiseworthy side. The pen- 
dulum should not be allowed to swing to the other 
extreme. The too magnificent oration or the purely 
rhetorical sermon may be bad, but we should not 
strengthen the framework at the expense of the 
attractiveness of the exterior. If careless praise 
was once the monopoly of certain feeble but inno- 
cent folk, the careless blame by which it was offset 
was not the more commendable in consequence. 
To-day, as then, we have the too genial observer, 
who sees nothing blameworthy in literature or 
society ; and the too bitter critic, who attacks men 
and measures with unsparing severity. The two 
extremes are together but a small part of society, 
and both are nearer the right standard than they 
were a generation ago. Extravagant commendation 
and indecent personal attack are alike going into 
disrepute. It is necessary, however, to remember 
that praise isas mucha duty as blame. Censure 
is especially injurious when it comes in the form of 
a hasty sneer rather than of an honest statement. 
Now that every paper must keep its paragrapher, 
unkindly ridicule sometimes extends to the affairs 
of private life, and even to such awful events as an 
execution on the gallows. From the newspaper the 
infection may spread into the family ; and a recent 
writer has pointed out the fact that even the clergy 
sometimes incautiously decry one another’s work and 
abilities. 

Plainly, it is necessary for individuals to consider 


their own duty in the matter. The sweetened water | it, pre 
'aced by an account of the discovery; in an article by 


of silly sensationalism is ineipid, but, after all, it is 
better to err on the side of kindness. A carping 
word comes quickly to the lips, but a kind word is 
slower to rise. Every man, from a Shakespeare to 
a bootblack, is helped and strengthened by judicious 
praise ; every man is weakened and discouraged by 
sneers or silence. If a person would stop to think 





how long he himself treasures up some word cf com. 
mendation, he would see more clearly his own duty 
to his neighbor. First make your praise wort) 
something for its honest quality, then bestow i; 


wherever you can. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—In the new interest in Bible study growing out of the 
International Lesson movement, many questions are asked 
by Sunday-school teachers which were not within the 
range of thought in that sphere of Christian service ten 
years ago. Information is now widely sought concerning 
not alone the best helps to Bible study, but also the more 
accurate original texts. A recent inquiry in this line js 
from a correspondent at Chicago, as follows: 

If you could give a short account of the history, so far as 
known, and of the discovery, of the manuscript called the Codex 
Sinaiticus, which I see is noticed in Lange’s Commentary, you 
would confer a favor on your correspondent, and I am sure jt 
would interest all who see The Sunday School Times. I have not 
been able to meet any work, as yet, that gives any account of the 
manner of its discovery. 

The early history of the manuscript thus referred to is 
unknown, except by a few notes made onits margin by the 
persons who compared it with older standard manuscripts, 
one of which persons appears to have beenin prison. Its 
later history begins in 1844, when Constantine Tischen- 
dorf, the greatest biblical critic of this century, discovered, 
in a waste basket, in the Greek Church convent of St, 
Catharine, at Mt. Sinai, a number of its leaves intended by 
the monks to be used for fire kindlings. Forty-three of 
these leaves Tischendorf was permitted to bring away, 
and they are now in the library of the University at 
Leipsic, and are known by the name of the Codex Friderico- 
Augustanus, being so named after King Frederic 
Augustus of Saxony, the patron of Tischendorf on the 
expedition which brought them to light. These forty- 
three leaves contain portions of the Old Testament. Tis- 
chendorf subsequently made two journeys to Mt. Sinai, 
in hopes to recover the rest of the manuscript, the first of 
these journeys being fruitless. On the second of these, 
made in 1859 under the patronage and authority of the 
Emperor of Russia, the head of the Greek Church, Tischen- 
dorf succeeded unexpectedly in finding the remaining 
portion, just as he had given up all hope of doing so, and 
had ordered his camels to be made ready for his return. 
The whole story is exciting and even romantic in details, 
and would require many columns for its proper telling. 
The portion of the manuscript found in 1859 contains 
parts of the Old Testament, and the whole New Testa- 
ment, together with portions of the Pastor of Hermas and 
the Epistle of Barnabas, writings much thought of by 
many of the early Christians. lt is now in the imperial 
library at St. Petersburg, having been first loaned to the 
Czar, and afterward presented: the Czar obtaining com- 
plete ownership in 1869. A splendid edition of this manu- 
script was published, in close imitation of the original, in 
1862, to celebrate the one-thousandth anniversary of the 
Russian Empire. The Codex Friderico-Augustanus had 
been already published some years. The Codex Sinaiticus 
—that title covering the Russian portion—was published 
again in a fine quarto in 1863, and in fine octavo in 1865. 
Specimens of the magnificent 1862 edition are to be seen 
in several places in America, One isin the Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary library, one in the Astor Library, one in 
the private library of Mr. J. W. Barrow, New York City, 
and soon. Proofs beyond all doubt or question show that 
this manuscript was written at some time in the fourth 
century, or between 300 and 400 A.D. Only one other 
Greek New Testament manuscript is possibly older, 
namely, the Vatican manuscript in the pope’s library at 
Rome, which also belongs to the same century. The 
Sinaitic is the oldest entire copy of the Greek original of 
the New Testament known. The discovery of this manu- 
script is by far the greatest literary discovery of this age. 
Fuller accounts of the discovery of the manuscript are 
numerous. They are found in the introduction to Scrive- 
ner’s Collation of the Sinaitic Manuscript, published in 
England, but to be had of the larger booksellers in 
America; in the translations of Tischendorf’s books of 
travel,—which are hard to get,—and especially in the 
translations of his ‘ When were our Gospels Written?” of 
which two inferior translations in English are extant, pref- 


Professor Ezra Abbot in the Unitarian Review in 1875 
in a translation of a German article on Tischendorf in the 
Christian Intelligencer early in 1875; and in some other 
less accurate scattered publications. The best accounts 
are still untranslated ; one in the Latin preface to the 1865 
edition of the manuscript, and a later work in German, 
by Tischendorf, entitled “The Sinai Bible.” 
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THE INFOLDING FLAME. 
BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE. 


Submitting Iendured. ‘Twas hard my will 
To lose in thine, yet thou, O God, didst hold 
My fainting soul, while on thy arm I rolled 
My burden and my woe. Thon didst fulfill 
Thy promise to support the child who still 
Upon thee leans. As in the story old, 
The sad Demeter, with such kindness bold, 
Thrust Metaneira’s boy in flames to kill 
His mortal part; so dost thou wrap in flame 
My stained and willful heart, that I may grow 
In sweet and holy grace, like Him who came 
To die for me. My tears shall cease to flow; 
In grief or pain I still will praise thy name, 
And God’s consuming fire his love shall show ! 





FAITHFULNESS AND FULLNESS 
OF FAITH. 


BY J. T, CRANE, D.D. 


The Scriptures show that believing prayer cannot be 
separated from the idea and principle of obedience to the 
divine law. “ Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then 
we have confidence toward God.” “And whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of him, because we keep his command- 
ments.” Thus when King Hezekiah was sick unto 
death, and the prophet Isaiah had been sent to admonish 
him to set his house in order, because he was to die, he 
does not hesitate to ask for a longer life, nor to urge his 
plea on the ground that he had been faithfully trying to 
do all the divine will. “I beseech thee, O Lord, remem- 
ber now how I have walked before thee in truth and with 
a perfect heart.” Thus Obadiah, standing before the 
prophet Elijah, made his request, and rehearsed his 
own pious acts as reasons why he should be heard. 

It is true that neither the historic incidents nor the 
passage from John can be quoted to prove that our poor 
obedience brings God in debt to us, or that answers to 
prayer must be paid for by acts of piety equivalent in 
value to the blessings desired. Still they do show that 
no acceptable prayer can go up from a heart which feels 
no sense of obligation, and in which there is no fixed 
purpose to obey. More than this; they show, as Paul 
expresses it, that when “our rejoicing is this, the testi- 
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our conversation in the world,” it helps 
us to pray, enabling us to come more boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, and more confidently to expect the answer. 

When the sinner, hitherto impenitent, but now under 
the pressure of some great sorrow, or urged by some great 
peril, attempts to come before God for help, he feels that 
his sins are a barrier in his way. He knows that in his 
character as an impenitent rebel against the divine 
government, there is not a single promise in the word of 
God which he canclaim. He knows that for such as he 
has been, there is nothing but indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish. Instinctively he begins by con- 
fessing bis sins, imploring pardon, and humbly promising 
future obedience; and then he utters his cry for help in 
the present trouble. Thus he proceeds upon the assump- 
tion, that while a man is defiant or indifferent in regard 
to the divine law, prayer is only wretched mockery or 
vain superstition. 

The unfaithful professor of religion proceeds in much 
the same way. In ordinary times careless and neglectful, 
he ‘is suddenly roused by some great trouble ; for the 
moment he reels under the blow, and then comes the 
impulse to implore divine aid. And then, in an instant, 
comes the thought of his inconsistencies, his worldliness, 
his forgetfulness of duty, his sins against God and man, 
and his own soul. He feels that there is no path to God, 
while this dark mountain of guilt is in the way. So he 
bows down with shame and remorse, confesses his sins, 
implores forgiveness, renews his vows of faithful service, 
and then prays for aid in the present emergency. Thus 
the sinner, hitherto impenitent, and the professor of religion 
who has been living a careless life, when the pressure of 
some great calamity brings them to their knees, pray at 
a fearful disadvantage. They struggle all the while in 
the black shadow of the past. They, indeed, promise 
henceforth to do better; but they cannot shut out the 
consciousness of past sin, or make themselves feel that 
good intentions in regard to the future are equivalent to 
faithful service already done. Thus they try to pray, 
while their minds are tortured by the sense of guilt and 
harassed by the presence of a thousand reasons why they 
should not be heard. 

On,the contrary, he who has been striving with his 
whole heart to do the divine will, can come before God 


|in the hour of trouble without these discouragements. 

No barrier of unforgiven sin rises between him and 
_heaven; no cloud of divine wrath shuts out the light. 
When sudden trials come, he does not need to agonize 
long over a hard heart and a sinful life, spent far away 
| from God before he offers his prayer. He comes at once 
'and comes boldly, knowing that he approaches, not a 
stranger, but a friend who will never forsake him or be 
indifferent to his wants. 

The returning prodigal must come with the sorrowful 
confession upon his lips: “ Father, I have sinned ;” and 
then make his humble request. To the other it is said 
at once, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine.” 


THE PRODIGAL SON OF GODLY PARENTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D 


Few principles of the divine government are more vital 
to religion than those which govern the ¢ransmission of 
tendencies to good and to evil in the line of family descent. 
In previous lessons we have seen some varieties of them. 
We have observed a son faithful to the example of a godly 
father in the case of Jehoshaphat; a son defying that 
example to the death, in the case of Ahaz; and theson of a 
most impious father recoiling to the service of God in the 
person of Hezekiah. 

The life of King Manasseh illustrates another phase of 
the working of those principles. The remarkable distinc- 
tion of his career is that he is the only case clearly recorded 
in the Scriptures of a youth breaking away from the 
restraints and example of a religious parentage, who was 
recovered by the grace of God and brought to repentance. 
His life is the old story,—sin, chastisement, repentance, 
and forgiveness. ‘‘ He did evil in the sight of the Lord: 
he made Judah to do worse than the heathen:” “ Where- 
fore the Lord brought upon him the host of Assyria which 
bound him in fetters and carried him to Babylon:” “ And 
when he was in affliction he humbled himself greatly before 
the God of his fathers:” “ And he was entreated of him 
and heard his supplication:” “Then Manasseh knew that 
the Lord, he was God.” Guilt—suffering—penitence— 
pardon. The story of Judah’s prime is the story of to-day. 
Twenty-five hundred years have not changed its tenor nor 
relaxed the principles of God’s government which it illus- 
trates. 

1. It deserves to be noticed that the fall of Manasseh 
was an exception to the general law respecting the history 
of children of a godly parentage. The charge has been 
exultingly used against the credit of religion that the sons 
of Christian fathers are generally worse than others. The 
sons of bishops and clergymen and deacons and elders are 
often said to be proverbially wicked. The restraints of a 
religious home are sometimes criticised as tending by reac- 
tion to the extremes of vice. This aszertion is not true 
historically. Statistics disprove it. 

Ina certain New England town of some thousands of 
people, the records of the Christian families were once 
examined thoroughly to test this question. Iam unable 
to recall the exact numbers; but the proportion of the 
children of such families who became religious men and 
women, as related to those who did not, was more than five 
to one. Three or four such investigations have come 
within my knowledge, all ending in a similar result. In 
the Theological Seminary at Andover, some years ago, 
it was found, on inquiry, that out of its hundred and twenty 
students, preparing for the ministry of the gospel, more 
than the hundred were from Christian homes; and more 
than twelve were sons of Christian ministers. A similar 
inquiry, with similar results, was once instituted in Amherst 
College. Had the common proverb on the subject been 
true, no such proportions as these would have been at all 
probable. The reverse should bethe law. The churchshould 
look for her clergy to families in which children have not 
the misfortune of religious restraints to lay the foundation 
for profane reactions. 


family is to make it the fountain of all virtues, the very 
citadel of religion, and the nursery of the church. The 
church itself is but the family on an extended scale. In 
| the long run, and as a general rule, it works as God intended 
that it should work. The covenant of God with faithful 
parents is not dishonored. The church owes to it a very 
large portion of her membership, and many of the most 
brilliant ornaments of her pulpits. It is a fact which 
children in Christian households should ponder seriously, 
| that if they do break loose from the restraints of their 
| religious training, they become exceptional cases of sin 
| against exceptional privilege. 

2. This is confirmed by the fact, which the early man- 
| hood of Manasseh also illustrates, that when the children 











The design of God in the constitution of the Christian ? 


of the good become vicious, they do become worse than the 
average of wicked men, The brief records of Manaseeh’s 
reign clearly hint this. He fell back to the disgraceful level 
of his grandfather, Ahaz. The catalogue of his crimes is 
fearful. “ He made Judah to do worse than the heathen,” 
says the historian. He practiced sorcery and necromancy, 
and restored the furnace to Tophet. He worshiped the 
stars. He sacrificed his own children to pagan deities, 
He named his son Amon after an Egyptian idol. He was 
the first persecutor in Judah of the true religion. He 
removed the ark out of the holy of holies. Tradition 
says that the name of Jehovah was erased from all public 
documents and inscriptions. His reign was a “reign of 
terror” to the prophets of the Most High. The secular 
historian says that “day by day a fresh batch of the pro- 
phetic order were ordered to execution. From end to end of 
Jerusalem were to be seen traces of their blood. Tradition 
says that the prophet Isaiah, nearly ninety years of age, 
perished by Manasseh’s order. Yet the same tradition 
declares that his mother was Isaiah’s daughter. He was 
one of the three kings who, in Jewish story, had no part 
in the life to come—Jeroboam—Ahab—Manasseh. His 
name became in Jewish annals the synonym of infamy. 


This is an obviously natural working of things. A 
steel spring will recoil one way, with a force proportioned 
to the power with which it has been bent the other way. 
A cannon-ball dropped from the summit of a shot tower 
reduplicates its velocity as it descends, and it strikes the 
earth with a concussion proportioned to the height of the 
tower. Similar is the law of character. Both virtue and 
depravity are in exact ratio to the resistance overcome, 

The child of godly parentage therefore, if he becomes 
an outcast, does fall lower than the average of outcasts, 
In the natural course of things he becomes a more 
hardened sinner in the sight of God. His conscience 
suffers a more fatal violence. His subsequent conversion 
is less probable. Such is the law of natural progress in 
the evolution of character. This doubtless is the founda- 
tion of the proverb that the sons of ministers and elders 
and deacons generally become monuments of superlative 
vice. When they do so, they attract the attention of 
observers by the very extreme of their wickedness and its 
contrast to the homes of their childhood. The child of 
godly progenitors cannot tamper with temptation without 
incurring greater peril of the loss of the soul than that 
incurred by othermen. Exalted to heaven in privilege— 
thrust down to hell in guilt: such is the contrast as the 
Bible paints it. 

3. The fall of Manasseh illustrates a mysterious but 
undoubted fact respecting the law of hereditary descent 
as affecting character. It is that the virus of an evil 
parentage, when arrested in our generation, may pass over 
and reappear in the generation following. This youthful 
prince was the son of Hezekiah, one of the best of Judean 
monarchs, but the grandson of Ahaz, one of the worst. 

Physicians tell us that there are certain hereditary dis- 
eases of which the inheritance is often intermittent. One 
generation may escape their fatal fangs, but they may 
reappear in all their virulence in the generation next 
succeeding. Similar is the mystery of spiritual inheri- 
tance. The unwritten history of fansflies discloses the 
fact that sometimes the Christian son of an ungodly 
father had a most devout grandmother, whose prayers 
seem to be answered in his conversion. Her godly virtues 
seem to hold over and reappear in the persons of her grand- 
children. 

By the same law, a vicious son of a Christian father will 
sometimes be found to havesprung from a more vicious 
grandfather. The evil blood descends, like a subterra- 
nean rivulet, through the person of his own son, and 
comes to the surface again in the evil tendencies of the 
grandson. I would not probe irreverently nor to fancifal 
results the mysteries of God's procedures. But these are 
facts sometimes seen in the character of the linked gen- 
erations. God has deemed the principle they involve of 
sufficient importance to be affirmed imperatively in the 
third commandment of the Decalogue. King Manasseh’s 
fall, therefore, is to the point. Evil is tenacious of life. 
It intertwines itself around the roots of character. Ten- 
dencies to it, once created, run inthe blood. Weall suffer 
the curse of it from the fall of Adam. Not to the destruc- 
tion or the lessening of individual responsibility—no, 
not by a hair-breadth. But it affects visibly the condi- 
tions of probation. 

The old English preachers used to make much of this 
law of the divine government. Moral inheritance was to 
them a most stupendous and practical fact. Jeremy Tay- 
lor has somewhere recorded a prayer that God will purify 
the inherited fountain of evil in the soul, and turn back 
the current from rolling downward from the father to the 





sons. To thoughtful man, not unobservant of the ways 
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of God, this is a most appropriate theme of secret prayer. 
If I am conscious of corrupt tendencies which have been 
a temptation to me all my life, and which I know to have 
been felt and lamented, or perhaps not lamented, in the 
lives of my progenitors, why should I not pray with the 
fervor of a father’s solicitude for the salvation of his 
offspring that the accursed current may stop with me? 
that by the grace of God it may not pass on and deluge 
with temptation the lives and souls of my children? 

There are rivers which come down from the summit of 
Oriental mountains swollen with freshets, and destructive 
to the tillage and pasturage of the valleys. But as they 
approach the sea, they are absorbed and lost in the 
sands of the desert. So may we pray that inherited pro- 
clivities to sin, to vice it may be, may be arrested in their 
cursed flow, and be lost forever from the line of the family 
in which we form a link, and are appointed to work out 
other destinies thanourown. Every Christian parent may 
well pray: “Lord, visit not my sins and the sins of my 
fathers upon the children of the third and the fourth 
generations |” 


4, The fall of this young monarch illustrates the power 
of high station and worldly prosperity to counteract the 
influence of a religious education, Manasseh had all that 
youthful*ambition could desire to make him in love with 
the world, His childhood was spent in anticipation of the 
most splendid position in the kingdom. He was heir to 
wealth and dignity and the alliances of kings. Courtiers 
flattered him. Young men felt themselves honored by his 
friendship. Old men did him reverence as their future 
sovereign. The temptation overwhelmed him, and he fell 
before it. 

This history too is often repeated in common life. If 
common fame speaks truth, the present heir-apparent to 
the English throne is an illustration, Theson of Christian 
parents, trained in the purest court in Europe, educated 
with singular simplicity and discretion, the subject of 
weekly prayer in all the churches of the realm, he has 
fallen before the temptations of wealth and ease and aris- 
tocratic companionship and regal luxury. Thinking men 
among his future subjects express grave fears for England 
under his eway; and Christian mothers deprecate the 
example he is giving to their sons. 

Thus, too, in less elevated station, when the sons of 
godly parents go astray, it is found, more frequently than 
otherwise, that they fall before the enticements created by 
their father’s wealth, and the ease and luxury with which 
wealth surrounds them, I ask the principal of a large 
academy what is the chief cause of the ruin of boys from 
religious homes; and he answers, without a moment’s hesi- 
tation: “Too much money.” I ask the president of one of 
the largest colleges in New England what is the surest 
protection to young men against the perils of college life; 
and he responds, “ Poverty.” 

We know not what we ask when we pray for riches and 
worldly eminence for our children. Such prayers, an- 
swered as we wish, might just nullify our care for their 
religious culture, and make them the sorrow of our old 
age. Many a Christian father goes down to the grave, 
gray before his time, mourning over the vices of children 
whose fall is due to the riches he has hoarded for them, and 
the social companionship to which it has been the ambi- 
tion of his life to lift them. Many of us have yet to learn 
to live for our children on principles which recognize our 
own faith in the littleness of time and the magnitude of 
eternity. 

5. The misfortunes which followed the apostasy c¢ 
Manasseh illustrate the faithfulness of God to his covenant 
with godly parents. It is noticeable that the chastise- 
ments inflicted upon the young king were very severe, A 
tremendous downfall is that which precipitates a king from 
his throne to the dungeon of a foreign enemy. Few of the 
princes of Judah suffered that. But this one had been 
exceptionally wicked; it must needs be, therefore, that he 
be exceptionally chastised. 

We are told, too, that in his captivity “he humbled 
himeeif greatly.” A certain proportion runs through his 
history. A great sinner, a great sufferer, a great peni- 
tent. God works thoroughly. He is faithful in adjusting 
the discipline to the exigency. Whom he loves he chastens 
proportionately to his necessities. He spares not the rod 
at the expense of the child’s soul, He plans for eternity, 
not for time. So would we have it—would we not ?—in the 
experience of our children. 

Often is this experience repeated in common life, whether 
our weak souls would so have it or not. God is faithful 
beyond our desires, Like other wise fathers, he adjusts 
his dealings to the futwre judgment and desires of his 
children. He trusts to eternity for his justification in our 
sight. The prayers of the Christian father and mother for 
the wayward son are answered in waves and billows of 








aflliction often, till the prodigal comes back and humbles 
himself greatly, and says: “I have sinned against my 
father and my father’s God.” 

If a star in our evening sky should stray from its orbit, 
it could not go beyond the reach of those laws of matter 
and motion which have governed it from its birth. Gravi- 
tation would still hold it, as in grooves of iron which the 
ages could not wear away. Such a wandering star isa 
wayward and ungodly son of godly parents. An outcast 
though he be, the subject of scalding tears and despairing 
prayers, yet from those prayers he can never get loose. 
For years and years they will hold him within the circuit 
of salvation. They will follow him beyond the seas. Into 
the most loathsome dens of vice they will pursue and sur- 
round him as with a wall of fire. To the demons of temp- 
tation they are a voice of defiance and of challenge, 
saying: “ Ye shall not havethis child of mine; so help me 
God!” 

And often God is in the voice, I have heard a Christian 
mother of an outcast son say: “I /now that my boy will 
yet be converted to Jesus Christ. It has been told to me 
in my hours of agonizing prayer. I have given him to God. 
He is no longer mine. I may not live to see it; but God 
will take care of the treasure I have committed to his 
keeping. I shall see my son in heaven.” Who shall dare 
to say nay to such a trusting woman? It is just like 
God to do such sovereign things. 


6. The salvation of this penitent prince should be both 
an encouragement and a warning to those sons of Christian 
parents who have lost the paths of virtue. Often is it said 
of the penitent thief on the cross, that one such case is 
recorded in the Scriptures, that none may despair of 
repentance on a death-bed, and dué one, that none may 
presume. 

Similar is the twofold lesson to be learned from the 
recovery of this fallen monarch. He tried the fearful 
experiment of abandoning the God of his fathers, and 
becoming a monument of illustrious guilt. Through bitter 
disappointment and humiliating sorrow, he was saved 
The Scriptures expressly contradict the Jewish tradition. 
But he was one of a thousand. No other such is clearly 
declared in the Scriptures to have run that risk with safety 
at the last. God can save a soul in such an extremity or 
sin; but it is like lifting to its place again a fallen star. 
Fallen stars generally go out in darkness. 


That is an exceptional hazard which a young man incurs 
in such an experience. It is like crossing Niagara over 
the rapids, on a tight-rope. One Blondin out of forty 
millions may have done it, and reached the hither shore 
in safety. But would you or I risk it for that? The 
general law of God’s dealings with men that is strange and 


‘unnatural wickedness shall be left to itself to work out 


its own penalties. This it did in the case of King Ahaz. 

Place these two royal sinners side by side. Both had 
the example and teachings and preyers of godly parents, 
Both broke loose from these restraints and ran a career of 
wild and defiant crime. One was saved; the other lost, 
One taken ; the other left. Why the difference we know 
not. It is the way of God to do autocratic things. But 
woe to him who presumes upon God's regal mercy, to defy 
his laws and trample on his grace! The probabilities are 
incalculably great that he will be left to his own chosen 
way, and to mourn at last : 


“ The thorns I reap are of the tree I planted!" 





HAPPY 


DODD; 
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“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


The next week Happy began.again to call on her class. 
The first place she came to was Mrs. Gray’s, who opened 
the door herself, being a woman whcse way was always to 
do a thing herself rather than wait to have it done by 
another. Happy had no pleasant experience here: Mrs. 
Gray was not in a good humor, and she was one of those 
“well-meaning” people who never seem to get beyond 
“meaning.” She took Happy into the room where she 
was sitting at work, which happened to be her bedroom: 
it was cluttered with patterns, shreds, half-made garments, 
which were partly stitched on the machine, and waited 
now for further basting. 

“Sit down, sit down,” she said, pushing a heap of cloth, 
scissors, spools and patterns off a chair. ‘“ Mary ain’t at 
home ; how’s your ma?” 

Happy answered ; and Mrs. Gray went on: “I suppose 
Mary pesters you a good deal; she’s dreadful queer; she 
takes after her pa. He was the queerest! Well, you're 





pretty young to have a class anyway. Are you gettin’ 
tired?” 

“Oh no!” said Happy earnestly. 

“ And Mary don’t put you out any?” 

“ Not at all, ma’am; Mary does not trouble me. I only 
wish I could make it more interesting for her, I’m afraid 
she finds the lesson dull sometimes.” 

“ Like enough she does; ’tain’! to be expected anybody 
like you could make it real interesting.” Happy colored, 
but Mrs. Gray went on. “ Law! you needn’t mind me: 
I’m real blunt, that’s my way. I don’t say things softly. 
I'm blunt always; but you no need to resent it.” 

It did not seem to Happy that it was a valid excuse for 
such coarse incivility that it was Mrs. Gray’s “ way;” but 
in her slight experience she had not discovered that this 
lady was only one of many people who excuse themselves 
for being rude in this fashion; fondly deluding them- 
selves—but nobody else—with the idea that honesty 
covers a multitude of their sins, and that to mean well is 
equivalent to behaving well. Strange that even a life- 
time spent without the affection and confidence of others, 
even the alienation of those allied to them by the strong- 
est ties, does not, cannot, convince them that the fruits of 
the Spirit are “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness.” Yet Mrs. Gray called and believed herself a 
Christian; unaware that her own child had often thought 
in her heart, though her lips as yet had never uttered it, 
‘Tf mother is a Christian, then I don’t wani to be one!” 
No doubt Mrs. Gray would have been shocked and pained 
t» knowthis. But the Lord does not always break such delu- 
sive fetters: he melts them away more often, by ways which 
the wearers know not, till they are free. Nor did Happy 
know how often Mary Gray compared her gentle manner, 
and sweet, quiet voice, with her mother’s harsh, loud tones 
and exasperating language; it was this contrast which 
made Mary so devoted to her teacher as she really was at 
heart, though the time had not come yet for her to show 
it, or Happy to feel it. But this call did good in one way, 
it awoke in Happy’s mind sincere pity for Mary, and 
made her unconsciously show her so,much care and tender- 
ness that Mary’s ideal of a good woman wore, all her life 
long, the semblance of this poor, pale, limping girl. 

At Mrs. Calhoun’s she found only Julia at home. The 
bright, sensible face lit up as she saw her teacher ; she led 
her into a pleasant sunny parlor, put her intoa rocking-chair 
by the open window, where scents of late mignonetie and 
lingering pinks came in on the soft air, and brought her a 
plate of fresh peaches, sweet and splendid with long days 
of sun. Happy was not accustomed to such petting: it 
moved her strangely ; and while Julia sat looking on with 
glowing face and keen, bright eyes, enjoying the fruit 
quite as much as Happy did, and entertaining her with a 
real girl’s talk, gay and vivid, the child did not know how 
near the tears were to her teacher's lids, or how fully 
Happy understood and loved the frank, generous, genial 
spirit that promised to bless the world about hersome day, 
as benignly as now she ministered to her teacher. In the 
midst of their talk Mrs. Calhoun came in; a handsome, 
cheery, lady-like woman, with whom the tailoress’s daugh- 
ter felt as much at home as with her own mother as far as 
being at ease in conversation, and having no sense of dis- 
comfort went. Happy had yet to learn that some people 
are ladies and gentlemen in every position in life, and 
some in none. Sheonly thought, as she left that hospita- 
ble house, what a peaceful and pleasant lot in life had 
fallen to Julia Calhoun, and was glad with all her heart 
that the child had such goodly shelter; for next to Ruth 
Holden her heart had gone out to this one of her little flock, 

When she entered the yard at Mr. Holden’s, Ruth 
saw her from the window, and ran out to meet her, all her 
soft wealth of hair flying about her shoulders, and her 
beautiful face lit up like a blossom in the sun. She gave 
Happy a warm kiss, without a word, and, drawing her 
into the house, sat down on a stool at her feet, and looked 
up at her with silent happiness. Happy stroked the fair 
locks back from the child’s face, and began to talk to her 
quietly about some small, indifferent things ; for she was 
almost startled at the vivid excitement that lit those clear 
eyes and flushec the sensitive, speaking face. Ruth was 
fond of very few people; but those whom she loved she 
loved strongly, almost passionately, —a temperament to be 
dreaded, as far as peace in this world is concerned; that 
temperament for which, above all others, there is no rest 
on earth, no abiding happiness, but in the snre love of 
God. Presently, after the indifferent matters of the 
weather and the plants in the window, had been discussed, 
and Ruth had shown her mocking-bird and her grey kitty 
to Miss Happy, she turned quickly, and said, “ Would 
you like to see mamma?” 

“ Of course I should, dear, if she is well enough to be 
visited.” 

Ruth ran off to see, and after a few mimutes’ absence led 
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Happy into a room where Mrs. Holden lay on a broad 
sofa: a delicate-looking woman, no longer handsome, for 
illness had robbed her face of its once resplendent bloom, 
and lined-it with pain and trouble, But not even care 
and sickness could obliterate the vivid smile, or destroy 
the soft, refined voice with which she welcomed Happy ; 
yet strange 1t seemed to the girl that this lovely, gentle, 
intelligent, and apparently affectionate mother, was the 
only one out of all the five whom she had seen in her visits 
who did not profess to be a Christian woman. Happy 
could not understand it; she knew that Mrs. Holden 
belonged to no church beforeshe went to see her; and she 
had expected to find her a fretful, weary, irritated, and 
irritating invalid; and she found, instead, the aspect and 
manners of a saint. She was not old or experienced 
enough to see that nature had given this woman one of 
those enviable natures which skim the surface of trouble 
and ignore its depths; a mature so apt to see only the 
bright side of things that even illness, which in her case 
was more weakness and languor than pain, could not thor- 
oughly discompose her soft, nerveless temperament. She 
had no wants such as rasp and discourage poor people 
who cannot work; every luxury that money could pur- 
chase was showered upon her; poverty and distress never | took a certain weight off her mind now. She was very 
showed their bitter or pitiful faces in her quiet chamber; 


much obliged to Mrs. Ives, and yet it never occurred to 
she was not called upon for help or sympathy; she had | her that such an obviously human and commonplace 


not the keen craving intellect that might have made her assistance could be an answer to prayer for help and 
restless, or the love for her kind that would have left her | guidance. She had forgotten about the sparrow which 


lonely. Plenty of pleasant novels, warm soft wraps, deli- | falleth not to the ground unnoted of its Maker. 
cate food, flowers, —all these made her life easy and lovely 


asa sweet dream, and so she was gliding on toward its 
end. Ruth loved her, it was evident in every look of her 
face, in the careful gentleness of step and movement, in 
the way she arranged her mother’s wraps, and shaded the 


forward somewhat fearfully to the opening of her experi- 
ment; but with simple faith she carried her fears to her 
Father, and tried to lay them down’ at his feet. This is 
one of the latest lessons, however, that the Christian life 
accepts; we are so doubtful, our faith is so small, our 
acceptance of heavenly truths so partial and so unreal, 
that we are very slow to feel how much God can and will 
do for the childlike, trusting spirit. Happy prayed most 
earnestly ; and the mere communing with Him who is 
invisible, that is prayer, over and above petition, steadied 
and strengthened her courage, and lifted her for the time 
into a higher plane of life and thought. But still she 
feared much when in the lingering course of the week little 
practical difficulties beset her, and she forgot the help that 
was promised. Sometimes she wished she had not under- 
taken{such a work, and was almost ready to give it'up on the 
spot; but unexpected aid camein. Mrs, Ivesheard through 
Mrs. Dodd of Happy’s plan, and sent her in a parcel of 
gay lithographs on Scripture subjects, her own children 
were tired of; and several half worn picture-books with 
songs and stories, the relics of an infant-school that once 
existed in Canterbury, and which Mrs. Ives had taught. 
This was a wonderful help to Happy, as it proved, and 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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intrusive sunshine that had crept round to an unguarded} “AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD 
crack. But she was no real mother to the child; there was THEM.” 


nothing in her of that self-forgetful, patient, all-enduring 
all-forgiving gentleness that is the very type and shadow 
of divine love and care. ‘ As one whom his mother com- 
forteth!” Oh! what a wide, deep world of meaning lies 
in that tender simile to all who have known a real mother ! 
Is there any love like unto this love, except His who has 
said “ So will I comfort you?” 

Mrs. Holden did not say much to Happy. She was gen- 
tle in phrase and subject: spoke of “my darling Ruth” 
in a shallow way that did not impress her honest little 
visitor as she meant to have it. She gave Happy a few 
roses from the conservatory, and said she was glad to have 
Ruth fond of her new teacher, as she had seemed rather to 
dislike the last one, and Sunday-schools made a pleasant 
change for the child, she was shut up at home so much 
with mamma and the governess. 

Rath colored a little, and Happy wondered privately 
how Mrs. Holden came to let her go at all, not knowing 
that Ruth had a good grandmother who had persuaded | the child. 
her father into this measure; for Grandma Holden fully| «] won't, I tell ye. Now comealong and punch down 
understood her daughter-in-law, and though she did not | the clothesin the biler an’ keep the fire agoin’.” There’s 
live with her, yet the homestead was not far off, and was | no danger,” she’shouted back to the boatman. “I have lived 
Ruth’s city of refuge,—a place where she had learned more | here in Har'ford longer’n you have, I'll stick to this here 


than in Sunday-school, before ever she was allowc4 to join | ojq shell of Imlay’s ’s long ther’s two boards an’ a nail to 
the class. 


BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON, 


“The water is rising, granny.” 

“ Well, well, girl, don’t tell me that again. It’s been a 
risin’ ever sence yisterday morning, and there’s allus been 
just such a miserable spell every spring down here in 
Commerce Street ever senceI lived in Har’ford, but it 
never does no purticular hurt only to scarefolks. This old 
. house has stood here for I don’t know how many year, an’ 
the water's been up all around it and filled the sullar and 
the rooms below time and agin, but the old thing has 
allus stuck, an’ ’twill now. We've got enough t’ eatan’ coal 
enough, an’ I’ve got washin’ an’ ironin’ enough to keep me 
busy a week, an’ water’s handy, ha, ha!” 

“It got clear up on State Street as far as Glazier’s store,” 
shouted a voice from a passing skiff; “ you had better get 
out of this, little one.” 

“Do let us get out our things, granny, and go,” entreated 





. | hold ’em together; an’ ye needn’t come ’round here agin 
The call here was short. Mrs. Holden showed signs of asettin’ this young un crazy with yer bugbear talk.” 
fatigue to Ruth’s practised eye, and she asked her teacher} « 1] right,” said the boatman, “go your own gait, but 
to come out into the garden. So Happy said good-by, | it’s just the same as murder to leave that chil d there.” 
and Mrs. Holden relapsed into her novel, while Ruth,| ‘The boatman rowed away. The old washerwoman took 
delighted to have her dear Miss Happy all to herself, | 4 pull at a black bottle on the shelf back of the stove and 
gleaned the flower-beds while she talked to her about her | petyrned to her tub. 

grandmother, her pets, and the gardener’s baby, and sent} Darkness soon gathered over the waters. The old washer- 
Happy home with a sheaf of fragrant leaves and blossoms | woman finished her task, drained the whiskey-bottle, and 
that scented the tenement-house for days, so carefully throwing herself on the bed in the corner of the room, 
were they tended. was presently fast asleep. The child, wrapping an old 


This duty over, Happy began on the less pleasant task 
of organizing her class of poor children. Her mother 
advised her to begin with a few, and get them to bring 
in others, as time went on, and they learned to like it; 
so she began with Nan and Jack, who promised, reluc- 
tantly enough, to come over on Sunday, after meeting, 
being bribed by promises of an apple apiece, and a ginger- 
cake if they were very good. To these she added one 
little girl in the next house,—a pale, weak, dark-eyed child, 
whose father was a Canadian Frenchman, a charcoal- 
burner, and a godless, reckless fellow, emphatically one 
“of the baser sort.” Polly’s mother was an Irishwoman, 
but was so given to drink that she knew little and cared 
less what her child did on Sundays, as that was her day of 
leisure, and what she called pleasure. Mrs. Lagré_ 
went to mass early on that day and dragged Polly with | 
her: @ ceremonial observance she would on no account 
omit, as she had it to set off against the later hours, when 





| 


shawl around her shoulders, knelt by the open window 
and gazed far over the mighty current at the glimmering 
lights in East Hartford. 

Late in the evening four young men belonging to the 
first society in the city, gathered in the law office of one 
of their number, were discussing religious topics. 

“ Well,” said the tallest and oldest of the party, rising, 
and putting on his light spring overcoat, “all the logic ard 
eloquence you use in asserting your belief in the super- 
natural, in this efficacy of prayer, as it is termed, fail to 
convince me. I am an unbeliever, an ‘infidel,’ if you 
choose to call me one, and shall remain one till the end of 
the chapter. I must see things with my own eyes, hear 
with my own ears, and believe with my whole heart, before 
there can be any change with me. Come on now; let us 
go down street and see if the river is still rising.” 

Presently the young men were on their way down 
the crowded street and were standing on the water’s edge. 


of furniture, boxes and barrels, and pigs and chickens, and 
rescuing people who were clambering out of the upper win- 
dows of their flooded tenements as the river rose higher 
and higher. 

“This must be a good deal like Venice,” said one of the 
young men, “ Let's hail a gondolier and take arow down 
through Commerce Street and about.” 


So they rowed up to the old bridge, until the boatmen 
urged them to go no farther, and they were left alone, with 
only one glimmer of light visible in the vicinity. 


Here and there, among the broken and drifting clouds, a 
star was to be seen, its reflected rays dancing upon the 
waters for atmoment and then disappearing. The two 
young men had now reached the upper portion of Com- 
merce Street, and were near the old bridge, the red stone 
piers of which were almost lost to sight in the angry flood, 
and whose long black outlines were quite lost in the gloom 
of the opposite river-bank far beyond. The current here 
was so strong, and the locality appearing so completely 
deserted by the inhabitants, that the young men now found 
no boats to impede their progress. But one light was seen 
in the vicinity. That, a faint glimmer, seemed to proceed 
from one of the tenement-houses a little farther on. 
Thither they were proceeding when a boatman from below 
balloed to them: “Say! don’t go up any farther, boys; 
there’s an ugly current that seis in from Charles Street up 
there at the corner; besides, there are heavy timbers com- 
ing down, and if one of them should strike your cockle- 
shell it would swamp you in no time,” 


“We had better go back now, Charles; I had no idea of 
coming as far as we have, We may be of some assistance 
to somebody, or somebody’s pig, on our way back.” 

“Do let us go just a few strokes farther up and see 
where that flicker of a light comes from.” 

“Allright; goahead. Hark! do you hear that?” 

They ceased rowing, and listened ‘to a clear, childish 
voice floating with a strange sweetness above the sullen 
roar of the waters, 

“ Does it come from the sky?” 

“No, George; it comes from where that bit of a light is, 
and that’s in that old house on the corner there, and it’s 
bound to go in the freshet. There’s some one left in it, 
sure. Hark again. It is achild singing. Hurry, Charles,” 

The oars flew in rapid strokes now, and the little boat 
struggled against the heavy, swirling current. 


As the young men drew near the building and one of 
them was getting hold of one of the half-rotten pillars of 
the tumble-down portico over which was the window 
whence the light, hardly perceptible ;now as they were 
close upon it, proceeded, little Maggie Gordon clapped her 
hands joyfully, still singing the refrain, “ Will you go, will 
you go, go to that beautiful land with me?” Then lean- 
ing out from the open window, and looking down at the 
occupants of the boat, she said artlessly, “I knew you’d 
come, for, you see, I told God all about it. 
angels ?”’ 

“No, little one,” said George in a voice that trembled 
just a little. “God sent us instead of angels. Jump, andI 
will catch you. Is there any one else in the house?” 

“No, sir; granny was here, but she drank up all the 
whiskey and then she went tosleep. I wasso tired and I- 
had cried so much, I went to sleep too.” 

“ Where is she now, and why were you left here?” asked 
Charles, placing the child carefully at his feet in the 
boat. 

“Well, we slept and slept till all at once, not a great 
while ago, granny jumped off the bed kind of crazy-like, as 
she always is after she has the whiskey and sleeps a good 
while. She forgot$the water, | suppcse, for she started to 
go down stairs. I heard a great splash and then I was 
alone. Then, I didn’t know what to do, I was so sleepy 
and frightened and tired, and I was afraid to go to the door 
and look down to the black water. But pretty soon I 
began to think how Father Hawley had said in the Sun- 
day-school up in the old3church on Front Street, ‘If folks 
will pray to God, when they are in trouble, he will hear 
them and help them.’ Then I remembered that my teacher 
said that praying was just like talking to God; so I said, 
‘Dear God, I haven’t thought much about praying to you, 
for there hasn’t been much the matter. But now the 
water is way up high, and granny’s gone, and I’m all alone. 
There aren’tZany folks around here now, and it’s growing 
darker and darker, and I don’t know what todo. Won't 
you please send some one to come and take me away? 
and I’ll promise tobe good, and not forget you again.’ 
And then I thought that they always sang in Sunday- 
school after they prayed; so just now I began to sing 
‘ Beautiful Land,’ because | wanted to get on some dry 
land sobad, When I was singing I wasn’t so afraid and 


Be you 


ceremonies or rites counted for nothing, and Paulinecould | There were great numbers of boats flitting about, the 


run wild, With these three promised, Happy looked | occupants of which were pickingjup floating débris, pieces 


so lonesome; sol kept singing till you came.” 


So was 
the prayer of a little child answered, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.) 


. March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign._...._.___.2 Chron. 29: 1-11 

. March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians.__.._.2 Chron. 82: 9-21 

. March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance..2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
March 31.—Review. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 1878. 
Title: MANASSEH BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE 


GOLDEN TEXT: As many as I rove, I genvxe AND CHASTEN; BE 
ZSALOUS, THEREFORE, AND nevent.—Jiev, 3: 19. 
Lesson Topic: Chastening Improved. 


1, Zealous in Evil, v. 9-10. 
2. Brought to Repentance, vy, 11-13 
3. Zealous for God, y. 14-16 


Outline : 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, March 18; 2Chron, 33: 9-16. Chastening improved. 
Tuesday, March 19; Job 5: 1-18. Chastening from God. 
Wednesday, March 20: Psa. 39: 1-13. Chastening for sin. 
Thursday, March 21: Prov. 3: 1-12. Design of chastening. 
Friday, March 22: Lam. 3: 22-36. Support under chastening. 
Saturday, March 23: Paa. 27: 1-14. Prayer under chastening 
Sunday, March 24; Psa. 94: 1-15. Benefits of chastening. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[2 Chron. 33: 9-16.) 


9. So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa'em 
to err, and to do worse than the heathen, whom the Lorp had 
destroyed before the children of Israel. 

10. And the Lornp spake to Manasseh, and to his people: but 
they would not hearken, 

11. Wherefore the Lorp brought upon them the captains of 
the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the 
thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 

12. And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lorp his 
God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 

13. And prayed unto him: and he was entreated of him, and 
heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into 
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lorp he was God. 

14. Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, on 
the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at 
the fish gate, and compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very 
great height, and put captains of war in all the fenced cities of 
Judah, 

15, And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the 
house of the Lorn, and all the altars that he had built in the 
mount of the house of the Lonp and in Jerusalem, and cast them 
out of the city. 

16. And he repaired the altar of the Lorn, and sacrificed 
thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded 
Judah to serve the Lonp God of Israel. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron. 33: 9. Made Jndah... to err.——And 
he shall give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did 
sin, and who made Israel to sin. 1 Kings 14: 16——Moreover, 
Mafiasseh shed innocent blood very much till he had filled Jeru- 
salem from one end to another: besides his sin wherewith he made 
Judah to sin. 2 Kings 21: 16——If a ruler hearken to lies, all 
his servants are wicked. Prov, 29: 12.——For the statutes of 
Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye 
walk in their counsels, Micah 6: 16. t 


Worse than the heathen.—Defile ‘not ye in yourselves 
in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled 
which I cast out before you. Lev. 18: 24.———For so it was, that 
the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God. . . 
and had feared other gods, and walked in the statutes of the 
heathen, 2 Kings 17; 7,8. Manasseh seduced them to do more 
evil than did the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the 
children of Israel. 2 Kings 21: 9.——Yet hast thou not walked 
after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but as if 
that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they 
in all thy ways. Ezek. 16: 47. 


V. 10. Would not hearken.—aAnd the Lord God of 
their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, 
and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on 
his dwelling place: but they mocked the messengers of God, and 
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy. 
2 Chron. 36: 15, 16.——Yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not 
unto thy commandments, but sinned against thy judgments, which 
if a man do, he shall live in them; and withdrew the shoulder, 
and hardened their neck, and would not hear, Neh. 9: 29.—— 
Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord; that ye 
might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your 
own hurt. Jer. 25: 7. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn 
ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they 
did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord, Zech. 1: 4. 





—Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did,sodo ye. Acts 
7: 51. 


V. 1. Carried him to Babylon.——The Lord shall 
bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a 
nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known. Deut. 
28: 36——So they took the king, and brought him up to the 
king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. 
2 Kings 25: 6 And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden 
in cords of affliction; then he sheweth them their work, and their 
transgressions that they have exceeded. Job 36: 8, 9.——Such as 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in afflic- 
tion and iron: because they rebelled against the words of God, 
and contemned the counsel of the Most High: therefore he brought 
down their heart with labor; they fell down, and there was none 
to help. Psa. 107: 10-12. 

Vv. 12. When he was in affliction. When thou art 
in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the 
latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient 
unto his voice; (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God ;) he will 
not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of 
thy fathers, which he sware unto them.e Dent. 4: 30, 31.——I will 
go and return to my place, tillthey acknowledge their offence, and 
seek my face: in their affliction they will,seek meearly. Hosea 
5: 15.——And he would fain have filled his belly_with the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when 
he came to himself, he said, . . . I will arise and go to my father. 
Luke 15: 16-18. 


He besought.——(Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Psa. 50: 15.——And the 
Lord said unto him: Arise, and go into the street which is called 
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul of 
Tarsus: for behold he prayeth. Acts 9: 11. 

Humbled himself. How long wilt thou refuse to hamble 
thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve me. 
Ex. 10: 3——He that humbleth himself, shall be exalted. Luke 
18: 14. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up. Jas. 4: 10 God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore, under 
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. 
1 Pet. 5: 5,6. 


v.13. He was entreated.——They cried to God in the 
battle, and he was entreated of them; because they put their trust 
in him. 1 Chron. 5: 20. So we fasted and besought our God 
for this: and he was entreated of us. Ezra 8: 23. If thou 
return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shall put 
away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Job 22: 23. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou for- 
gavest theiniquity of my sin. Psa.32 5——For thou, Lord, art 
good, and ready to forgive. Psa. 86: 5.——For every one that 
asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. Matt. 7: 8——-Thou wouldst have 
asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. John 
4: 10. 

Knew ... he was God.——Ye have not eaten bread, 
neither have ye drunk wine or strong drink; that ye might know 
that I am the Lord your God. Deut. 29: 6.——The Lord is known 
by the judgment which he executeth. Psa.9: 16. Be still, and 
know that lam God. Psa. 46: 10. They shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and 
they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee 
with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till 
thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will. Dan, 4: 25,——And this is life 
eterna!, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17: 3———And they shall not 
teach every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. Heb. 8: 11. 


Vv. 14. The fish gate.——-But the fish gate did the sons 
of Hassehaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and set up 
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. Neh. 
3: 3.——And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, 
that there shall be the noise of acry from the fish gate. Zeph. 
As 20. 

V. 15. Took away the strange gods. And the 
idols he shall utterly abolish. In that day a man shall cast his 
idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one 
for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats. Isa. 2: 18-20 
——Neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye 
ereour gods. Hosea 14: 3.——Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet 
for repentance. Matt. 3: 8, 

Vv. 16. Commanded Judah to serve.——And com- 
manded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to do 
the law and the commandment. 2 Chron. 14: 4——Also in 
Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the 
commandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the 
Lord. 2 Chron. 30: 12.——But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren. Luke 22: 32 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Hezekiah died B. C. 698, and ‘all Judah and the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem did him honor at his death” (2 Chron. 
32: 33). He was succeeded by his son Manasseh, who 
ascended the throne when but twelve years of age, and 
reigned fifty-five years, the longest term of any king in 
Judah or in Israel. The first record concerning Manasseh 





is, that he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
For the particulars of his wickedness, see y. 1-8, preceding 
the leeson ; and y. 17-20, following it. See also 2 Kings 
21: 1-18, where the warnings alluded to in v. 10 are given 
in full. Excepting the account of Manasseh’s captivity, 
repentance, and restoration, which forms the lesson now in 
hand, his entire record is a description of the monstrous 
evils which abounded under his sway. His reign was 
exceeding long, but what was worth recording of it is told 
in very few words. The events of Lesson 12 occurred B. C. 
677; in the fourth year of the twenty-fifth Olympiad ; and 
in the seventy-seventh year after the founding of Rome. 

The rulers of Judah, including Manasseh, with their terms, 
and dates of sway: 


Ruler. Term of Rule. B.C. 

975-958 
958-955 
955-914 
914-889 
892-885 
885-844 
884-878 
878-839 
839 810 
810-758 
758-742 
742-726 
726-698 
698-643 


~The rulers in Israel who were contemporary with the 
above named rulers of Judah are shown below: 

With Rehoboam —Jeroboam. 

With Abijah,—Jeroboam. 

With Asa,—Jeroboam about two years, Nadab, Baasha, 
Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab about three years. 

With Jehoshaphat,—Ahab for some twenty years, Ahaziah 
and Joram about seven years. 

With Jehoram,—Joram. 

With Ahaziah,—Joram. 

With Athaliah,—Jehu. 

With Joash,—Jehu for twenty-two years, Jehoahaz, and 
for some two years Jehoash. 

With Amaziah,—Jehoash for fourteen years, and Jeroboam 
II. for about fifteen years. 

With Uzziah,—Jeroboam II. for some twenty-six years, a 
possible interregnum of eleven years, Zechariah, Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekiah, and Pekah for about one year. 

With Jotham,—Pekah. 

With Ahaz,—Pekah for three years, anarchy nine years, 
and Hoshea four years. 

With Hezekiah,—Hoshea five years, and then (B. C. 721) 
the kingdom of Israel was overthrown; its people were 
carried into Assyria, and their cities were colonized with 
Assyrians (2 Kings 17: 6, 24.) 

Dr. William Smith says: ‘‘ The description of Manasseh’s 
idolatries includes every form of false religion and abomi- 
nable vice that Israel had ever learned from the heathen 
nations.” Dean Stanley says: “ All the strange rites of the 
surrounding nations were practised with an ardor before 
unknown.” The cruelties of this period extended to the 
prophets of God (Jer. 2: 30). Tradition says that Isaiah 
was the first victim, and that he was placed in a hollow 
tree-trank and “sawn asunder” (Heb. 11: 37). Josephus 
gives account of Manasseh’s wickedness (Antiquities, Book 
X., chap. 3: 1). He says that the king “showed himself in 
his manners moat wicked in all respects, and omitted no sort 
of impiety.” 

The rezults of Manasseh’s evil course are shown in 2 Kings 
24: 1-4. Prophets of succeeding ages also indicate these. 
See Zephaniah, chapter 2, and Jeremiah, chapters 47, 48, 49, 
where the hostility of surrounding nations is made evident. 
The great blow against Manasseh was that presented in the 
lesson now in hand. The capture of the king implies that 
of his city also. Jewish tradition fixes the date of this 
event in the twenty-second year of Manasseh’s reign (B. C. 
677). Manasseh’s repentance at this time averted what 
seemed to be the opening scene of the captivity foretold by 
Isaiah (2 Kings 20: 17). Manasseh’s reforms were more of 
a military than a religious kind. It is probable that 
Manasseh subsequently formed alliance in various ways 
with Egypt, and against Assyria. The arm of flesh was his 
dependence. At his death, B. C. 643, he was denied the 
honors of a royal burial (2 Kings 21: 18; 2 Chron. 33: 20) 
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CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY,D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(9.) And Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem astray, to do worse than the nations that Jehovah 
destroyed before the children of Israel. (10.) And Jehovah 
spake to Manasseh and to his people, and they did not 
hearken. (11.) And Jehovah brought against them the 
captains of the host of the king of Assyria, and they took 
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Manasseh in fetters and bound him with chains, and carried | Esarhaddon or his son and successor Assurbanipal (the | ing or building on the west, passed along the northern 
him to Babylon. (12.) And when he was in affliction, he | Sardanapalus of the Greek historians) is the king here referred | boundary, and encompassed the hill lying on the east; it 


pesoug 


nt Jehovah his God, and humbled himself greatly | to. The name of Manasseh (Minasi) occurs in an inscription | does not appear whether his wall encircled the whole city. 


before the God of his fathers. (13.) And prayed to him, and | of the former in a list of twenty-two kings of Syria and the | Other opinions are held as to the site of Gihon, and it is not 


he was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then 


and encompassed Ophel, and made it very high. And he 


(15) And he took away the strange gods and the carved 
mage out of 
“ had built in the mount of the house of Jehovah and in 
Jerusalem, and cast them forth out of the city. (16.) And 
he built the altar of Jehovah, and sacrificed thereon peace- 
offerings and thank-offerings, and commanded Judah to 
serve Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

NOTES. 


Verse 9.—And Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem astray. Under Manasseh idolatry burst out with 
a violence that had never been known before in the history 
of Israel (verses 1-7). Every idol-worship that had ever 
been practiced by his forefathers he restored and established 
in greater splendor. He resumed the crael Moloch-worship, 
dedicated to it a special place in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom (west of Jerusalem), and set his people the example 
by passing his own son (2 Kings 21: 6) or sons (2 Chron. 
33; 6) through the fire; he employed all sorts of divination, 
enchantment, soothsaying (among the rest the Ob-practice 
of 1 Sam. 28); he reared altars and high places for the 
licentious worship of the Phenician Baal and Ashtoreth, 
and encouraged the star-worship of the surrounding nations; 
worst of all, he desecrated the temple of Jehovah by build- 
ing idol-sltars in its courts and in the house itself. Of all 
accessible worships he seems to have neglected only those 
of Assyria and Egypt (see the parallel account in 2 Kings 21), 
the latter because it did not appeal to the sympathies of the 
Israelites ; the former, because it was little known to them. 
This greediness after idolatry is explained not so well by 
supposing that Manasseh wished to establish an eclectic or 
universal religion in which all deities should have a place 
(for he abandoned Jehovah), or that he was seeking the 
secrets of wisdom from every quarter, as by recollecting 
that there had always been an idolatrous tendency in Israel, 
and of late an idolatrous party, which disliked the simplicity 
and holiness of Jehovah's worship, and preferred the glow- 
ing, sensual practices of the Phonicians, and the horrible 
rites of the Moabites and Ammonites. This party, repressed 
by Hezekiah, had come into power under his successor, 
whose character favored their designs, and the people, 
without fixed religious principle, were only too ready to 
accept the seductive, unholy religion that their leaders 
encouraged, After long abstinence under Hezekiah, the 
reaction came with greater force; its real power lay in the 
idolatrous preferences and habits of the people themselves, 
and Manasseh was the willing tool, in the hands of evil 
teachers, to give legal authorization and royal example to 
practices that only force had hitherto kept down.—Yet we 
should mistake the character of the time if we looked only 
on this its darker side. While idolatry was thus rampant, 
there was still left a body of true worshipers of Jehovah, 
who prophesied and wrote and taught, and prepared the 
way for the better state of things under Josiah, and particu- 
larly nourished the spiritual core of the nation who returned 
from Babylon under Zerubbabel. In spite of the evil of 
Manasseh's reign (B. C. 697-642), there are signs of good 
religious thought and progress in the first halfof the seventh 
century before Christ.—When it is said that they did worse 
than the nations that Jehovah destroyed before them, this is to 
be understood in the sense that they combined the idolatries 
of all the nations, and sinned with far greater knowledge 
than they. 

Verse 10.—And Jehovah spake to Manasseh and to his 
people, and they did not hearken. In Kings (21: 10-15) it is 
said that Jehovah spake by prophets, and the message is 
given at length; it is a threat of destructive punishment to 
be visited on Jerusalem and Judah: “I will wipe out Jeru- 
salem as a man wipes a dish—he wipes it, and turns it upside 
down.” There is no record in the history or in prophetic 
Sooks of any prophets in the reign of Manasseh. After 
Isai ah (of whom there is no mention after the death of Heze- 
“lan), the prophetic history presents a blank up to the time 
of Nahum and Jeremiah; there is a fanciful tradition that 
‘stiah lived under Manasseh, that the king charged him 
with heresy (because he affirmed (Isa. 6: 1) that he had seen 
’shovah, who is invisible), and put him to death by sawing 
through @ tree in which the prophet had taken refuge. But 
Cur verse declares that there were still messengers of Jehovah, 
who dared to speak to the king and the people; and some of 
these Manasseh put to death, filling Jerusalem with innocent 
blood (2 Kings 21. 16).—They did not hearken. Instead of 
hearkening, they persecuted. 


Verse 11.—The king of Assyria. It is uncertain whether 


the house of Jehovah, and all the altars that | 


| seacoast and the islands, who were summoned before him, | now possible to trace the king's work with perfect accuracy. 


and paid him tribute, and Assurbanipal also mentions | The fact that Solomon was crowned at Gihon (1 Kings 
Manasseh knew that Jehovah, he is God. (14.) And after | among his tributaries a“ king of Judah,” who may have | 1: 33, 38) does not enable us to fix its location. And made 
thie he built an outer wall to the city of David, on the west | been Manasseh. In favor of the view that the latter is the | it (the wall) very high ; this indicates purpose and hope of 
of Gihon in-the-ravine and to the entrance of the fishgate,| Assyrian king here meant, is the fact that he conquered | defending the city against enemies. Similarly, the fact that 


| Babylon, and probably remained there some time ; 


if the latter had drawn Manasseh into an alliance with him 
(as Merodach-baladan drew Hezekiah, Isa. 39), we can under- 
stand why the Jewish king should have been carried to 
Babylon. On the other hand, this city seems to have been 
a favorite residence of Esarhaddon, since he died there; and 
under him occurred the deportation of Assyrian colonists to 
Samaria (2 Kings 17: 24), which, however, there is no 
special reason for bringing into connection with Manasseh. 
In the absence of full information, we must content 
ourselves with knowing that in Manasseh’s time the Assyrians 
had full control of Syria and Canaan, and were often in 
Babylon; so that we can understand how a king of Judah 
should be carried off by the Assyrians (vassal kings being 
often summoned or transported to the royal presence), and 
how an Assyrian king (whose capital was Nineveh) should 
send his captive to Babylon. Whether the special mention 
of the captains of the host of the king of Assyria involves the 
statement that the king himself was not present, cannot be 
determined. They took Manasseh in fetters, literally, “ in 
hooks or thorns.” This probably does not mean ‘‘took him 
among the thorns” (where he was hidden), as in our author- 
ized version, but “ carried him off a prisoner in hook-fetters.” 
Of certain rebellious Egyptian kings Assurbanipal says that 
his generals “ bound their hands and feet in bonds of iron 
and fetters ofiron,” which answers very well to the statement, 
here. There is no probability that the word is the name of a 
place: ‘took Manasseh in Hohim,” of which nothing is 
known.—We are ignorant of the occasion of Manasseh’s cap- 
tivity ; probably it was some conspiracy in which he was 
engaged, or suspected of being engaged. When Assurbanipal’s 
younger brother, viceroy of Babylon, rebelled against him, 
he succeeded in inciting many tributary kings, among them 
the kings of Syria, to rebel along with him; possibly Manas- 
seh was implicated in this affair. 

Verses 12, 13—Manasseh’s repentance and restoration. 
The history of his deliverance is here given from the purely 
religious and theocratic point of view. Brought to reflection 
by his affliction, he besought Jehovah, humbled himself, prayed ; 
thereupon Jehovah was entreated of him (previously listened 
to him), heard, and brought him again to Jerusalem. The 
result was that Manasseh knew that Jehovah was God. Here 
is, first, his personal religious experience; through sorrow he 
is led to seek Jehovah, through answer to prayer he is led to 
believe in him. It is, further,a theocratic experience, 
Jehovah, the real king and guide of his people, leads Manas- 
‘seh, his earthly representative, to the acknowledgment of 
him, so that Israel may thus be helped to know their heavenly 
King.—Nothing 1s here said of the human means of Manas- 
seh’s restoration, and we have no information from other 
sources that enables us to explain it. We might conjecture 
that he escaped from prison, or that some insurrectionary 
prince or viceroy of Babylon released him, or that the Assy- 
rian king sent him home. The last seems the most probable. 
We have arecord of such arestoration in the history of 
Assurbanipal, who, for political reasons, sent his captive, 
Necho, king ef Egypt, back home, laden with honors. It 
would besound policy in the Assyrian king to attach the 
Jewish prince to himself, and then re-establish him in his 
kingdom, where he would be an obedient vassal, and an 
obstacle in the way of Syrian and Philistian revolts. The 
human means employed would not make it less a deliver- 
ance of Jehovah.—This incident is omitted in the book of 
Kings, for what reason is not clear. 


Verse 14.—Manasseh’s military works. He built an outer 
wall to the city of David, that is, to Mount Zion. Whether 
this was the same that Joash built (chapter 27: 3) is uncer- 
tain. Hezekiah, though he brought the water of the upper 
source of Gihon by means of a conduit to the city (chapter 
32: 30), added nothing to the walls. Since his time, it is 
probable, they had suffered, perhaps from the Assyrians 
(verse 11). Of the whole wall enclosing Mount Zion 
Manasseh built, or rebuilt, repaired a certain part, which 1s 
here described. It began on the west of Gihon-in-the-ravine. 


fountains whose waters were brought to the west side of Zion, 
and it is therefore commonly placed west of the city about 
halfway up the valley of thesonof Hinnom. In that case, 
the wall running to the fishgate, which was near the north- 
east corner of Zion (Neh. 12: 39), would go in a northeast- 
erly direction. Ophel, the southern extremity of the 
temple-mountain, lay east of Zion, separated from it by 
what was afterwards called the Cheesemakers’s Valley 
(Tyropwon). According to this, Manasseh began his repair- 











| are heathen, I suppose,” says the Hindoo. 


Gihon is mentioned in chapter 32: 30 in connection with | the archbishop, “they are among our most enthusiastic 





the he put captains of war in all the fortified cities of Judah shows 
wt captains of the army in all the fortified cities of Judah. | revolting Babylonian viceroy was his younger brother, and | a warlike spirit. 


Whether these preparations were spe- 
cially against Assyria, or merely for general defense, we have 
no means of determining. In those days of universal war 


| such precautions were wise and neceseary. 


Verse 15.—He further proceeded to reverse his former 
idolatrous arrangements (verses 3-7); see the note on verse 
9. The strange gods were Baal, Ashtoreth, Moloch, and 
perhaps images of the “ host of heaven.” The carved image 
that he had placed in the temple was perhaps one of Baal. 
All these, together with the idolatrous: altars, he took, and 
cast them forth out of the city. His repentance and reforma- 
tion would seem from this to have been sincere and thor- 
ough and lasting. Yet in 2 Kings 23 we read not only of 
idolatrous images set up in Jerusalem and in the temple by 
the “kings of Judah,” and still existing in Josiah’s time, 
but also of altars built in the temple-courts by Manasseh 
and destroyed by Josiah. Something may be allowed for 
the evil induences of Amon’s reign (verse 22 of our chap- 
ter); but we must also suppose that Manasseh’s repentance 
was not thorough, or that his zeal flagged, and he yielded 
somewhat to the idolatrous party, which was doubtless still 
strong. Under Josiah’s searching and thorough-going 
reform, many of Manasseh’s negligences had to be repaired. 

Verse 16.—Continuation of the account of his return to 
the worship of Jehovah. Not satisfied with the negative 
work of destroying the emblems and instruments of idola- 
try, he proceeded to engage actively in Jehovah's worship. 
He built, or rebuilt, his altar, the great bronze altar of burnt- 
offering, in the court, which had doubtless been defaced 
and broken, and offered on it peace-cfferings, in which the 
offerer celebrated his reconciliation with God (procured by 
burnt-offerings and sin-offerings), and thank-offerings, in 
which he expressed his gratitude for mercies received ; see 
Ley. 3; 7: 11-15. Probably these offerings are put as repre- 
sentative of full worship.—The rest of his reign 1s dis- 
missed in a few words (verses 17-19) ; if we had fuller details, 
we should’ understand some things that are now obscure. 
Of the “ seers’ who spake to him (verse 18) we have no 
account; of his “ prayer” (verse 19) there is a late apocry- 
phal form which is given in the ordinary Apocrypha. The ° 
people still sacrificed on high places to Jehovah_—The Book 
of Kings represents Manasseh as wholly bad, and says 
nothing of his reformation. From this it may be inferred 
that his late repentance did not greatly modify the religious 
condition of Judah ; so slight an impression did it make, 
that the author of Kings, tracing the moral religious history 
of the nation, passes it over in tilence. On the other hand, 
the chronicler, a Levite, chiefly concerned with the history 
of the temple worship, naturally mentions this incident in 
the relations of idolatry to the worship of Jehovah. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 





So Manasseh made Judah . . . to do worse than the heathen 
(v. 9). Itis hard work to stop when you get fairly started 
down hill. And the higher your starting point the deeper 
your final plunge. “An apostate Christian is the worst of 
heathen.” “ A bad woman is the worst of men.” It is the 
once respectable man who is vilest when he throws off all 
restraint and gives himself up to evil courses. Good infiu- 
ences become a savor of death into death to those who 
willfully resist and reject them. There are men and women 
all about uscommonly counted in the Christian population, 
whose lives would disgrace the better classes of heathen. 
There are nominal Christians who bring Christianity into 
contempt before Chinese idolaters in our American cities. 
And many missionary has said that the hardest argument 
to meet in a discussion with the heathen to whom he 
preached was the godless lives of representatives from 
Christian lands. One of Tenniel’s cartoons in Punch repre- 
sents the Archbishop of Canterbury showing a Hindoo a 
fight between Orangemen and Roman Catholics. ‘ These 


“Oh, no!” says 


religionists.” What good have all the pulpit and Sunday- 
school teachings done your scholars? What good are they 
likely to do to them? Willthey make them better than the 
heathen, or worse? This isa good question for your scholars, 
as well as yourselves, to consider. 

And the Lord spake . . . but they would not hearken (vy. 10): 
The worst wickedness in this world is not @ result of igno- 
rance. There are very few people anywhere who can 
honestly say that they do as well as they know hew. If 
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there are any such, they will not be found among the grossest 
of evil-doers. There is little reason for our wondering what 
would become of a man if he never did wrong consciously, 


yet died without hearing the gospel. The men and women, 


and the boys and girls, with whom we have to deal, are 
those who have been shown the right and have refused to do 
it. Tbe Lord has spoken; but they would not hearken. 
It is because people won't serve the Lord, not because they 
are in doubt as to his commands, that there is so much of 
weong-doing in this world. 

Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the 
host of the king of Assyria (v.11). God is no more at a loss 
for agents of chastieement, than 1 ministers of comfort, to 
his people. When he would train or punish those who 
ought to serve him, he has unnumbered agencies for his 
work. War, famine, pestilence, fire, flood, financial disaster, 
betrayal by friends, disappointment or ruin in a myriad 
forms, will accomplish that to which he sends it, And we 
ought to understand that God has never lost control in this 
world. He has an oversight of the sparrows of the air and 
of the hairs of our head. There is no euch thing as chance 
or as luck in the events of our lives. Itis true that these 
on whom the tower of Siloam fell were not “sinners above 
all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ;” but it does not follow 
that they were sinless, and that God had nothing to do with 
the tower's fall. It is true that the man who was born blind 
was not punished thereby for his own or his parents’ sin; 
but it is not true that God had no plan for his own glory in 
that man's blindness. It is not safe to count God out of our 
calculations if we propose to have our own way in the 
world. He may bring upon us most unexpectedly the cap- 
tains of the host of the king of Assyria, or some other agents 
for our punishment or our recall to duty. Whatever comes 
to us, let us look to learn God's plan in its permitting. 


When he was in affliction he besought the Lord his God, and 
humbled himself greatly (v. 12). Affliction brings a great 
many persons to beseech the Lord their God, who do not 
greatly humble themselves. They recognize their need of 
God's help, but not their unworthiness of it. Their cry is for 
assistance, not for forgiveness. If they are brought out of 
present trouble, they have all that they ask for; and their 
subsequent conduct shows this. But until affliction brings a 
sinner to humility, it failsof its best work for him. It is one 
thing to turn to the Lord in prayer; it is quite another thing 
to pray to the Lord in an humble and dependent spirit. 
More persons are ready to beseech the Lord in the first words 
of the publican than in his last. At the earliest stroke of 
affliction their cry is, “God be merciful!” Well is it when 
they add in all sincerity—" to me a sinner.” 


And he was entreated of him (v.13). God is more ready to 
grant favors to his humble and needy children than they are 
to ask them. Abraham stops interceding for Sodom before 
the Lord stops saying “I will spare” to the successive 
requests for mercy. And from the days of Abraham down- 
ward, men have been quicker to tire of calling upon God 
than God to tire of graciously answering their calls. It is 
not from God's unwillingness to be entreated of the sons of 
men that there are no more answers to earnest and faith-filled 
prayer in the world. “ Let us, therefore, come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need.” 

Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God. When the 
Lord lays his hand on us, we know its weight. When he 
lifts us up, we realize something of his strength. So long as 
his chastisements are on our next-door neighbors, we may 
talk about their severity, but we do not wince under them. 
So long as his best gifts are bestowed on the people just 
over the way, we lack a sense of personal heartiness in praise 
of them. It is when we are bowed under the grief which is 
ours alone that our cry goes up, “ Is it nothing to you all ye 
that pass by ? Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me.” It is when we are oppressed with a sense of 
our own sins, and Jesus comes to us with the offer of salva- 
tion, that our song of rejoicing is, ‘‘ Bless the Lord, O my 
soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name;” and 
that, wondering why so many are ungrateful to God, we call 
aloud, ‘Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men!” The 
Lord has manifested his chastening and his ministering love 
toward us. Are we less ready to recognize his goodness and 
his power than was Manasseh of old, who for a time was 


worse than the Canaanitish heathen? Do we realize that the 
Lord he is God? 


Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, . . 
and put captains of war in all the fenced cities (v.14). Trust 
in God does not make a man less energetic in the use of 
means for the protection of his interests or the prosecution 
ef his work. Morning prayer, sought not to make a father of 
& family forget his day’s marketing. Evening worship 
should not encourage a householder in neglect to fasten his 
doors and windows before going to bed. A sensible Chris- 
tian man will know that he must have an eye to his ledger 
as well aa to his Bible if he expects to keep his business well 





in hand. The saintliest mother will realize that faithfulness 
in the training of her child must be manifest as the evidence 
of her faith in God to give efficiency to her endeavors. The 
more @ minister rests on the Lord for strength and wisdom, 
the harder he studies and works that he may honor the Lord 
in his preaching and practice. He who truly realizes that 
the Lord he is God will see to it that the walls are built 
around his home lot, and that men of war are at their 
appointed places in every field for which he is responsible. 

He took away the strange gods, . . . and cast them out of the 
city (v.15), There is a cleaning out work which every con- 
verted man ought to do, first in his heart, than in his home, then 
in the whole sphere of his influence. Perhaps the very things 
which he most valued, and which he aided in making popu- 
lar, he must overturn and sweep from sight. Ways of think- 
ing, modes of speech, plans of doing, must be utterly changed 
There are books to be taken from his library, and pictures 
to be removed from his room walls; all to be burned, not 
given away. Demijohns and decanters are to be broken. 
Fancy pipes and choice cigars are to be laid on hot coals, with 
packs of cards to keep the flames going. There are theatre 
seats and drinking-club memberships to be abandoned, 
Declarations of unbelief made by the man in his godless 
days must be withdrawn, or their influence counteracted as 
far as possible. Away with the idols and all helps to their 
accursed worship! Overturn them, and cast them out of the 
city. 

And commanded Judah to serve the Lord (v.16). Ifa man 
has helped to make others worse than the heathen while he 
was serving the devil, he ought to try and make them better 
than fair moralists when he is a follower of the Lord Jesus, 
At the best he cannot undo all the wrong which was wrought 
by his evil example and teachings; but he shonld spare no 
prayers and no pains to check the progress of trains of 
wickedness which he set in motion. All over whom he has 
any control, in his home, in his place of business, in his every 
circle of acquaintance, must be urged and enjoined by him to 
serve the Lord with fidelity and heartiness. Unless we are 
active in striving to bring others to a personal faith in our 
Saviour, there may fairly be a doubt of the sincerity of our 
belief in him, or of our devotion to his interests. 





Norr.—An article on the subject of the lesson, by Profes- 
sor Austin Phelps, will be found on the third page—TuE 
EpIror. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Review the two previous lessons by some questions upon 
Hezekiah. Ask why was his a good reign? Call for some 
of the right things he did. How and when he showed that 
he trusted in God, calling for the golden text of each lesson, 
as it may prove the answers given. Tell that King Hezekiah 
was king of Judah twenty-nine years, and then he died, 
leaving a son twelve years old, named Manasseh, to be king 
in his place. Where was king David buried? All the good 
kings were buried in the tombs of the kings in the beautiful 
city of Jerusalem. Was Uzziah buried there? Why not? 
Was wicked King Ahaz? Good Asa was buried there, and 
they had a great funeral; and there Hezekiah was buried 
in the very best of the sepulchers of the sons of David, and 
“all the people did him honor at his death.” Ah! there 
was one who did not do him honor; it was a boy twelve 
years old. What is that commandment which begins with 
the word “ honor”? 

If Manasseh had obeyed that, we never could have had 
such a story as we learn to-day. What is the name of our 
lesson? What was Manasseh brought to do? What is the 
meaning of repentance’ Let the children answer, to get 
their ideas, then tell simply, or put on the board, and have it 
repeated : 

REPENTANCE : 


( From six 


To TURN To Gop. 


That is what Manasseh did. We must look into the verses 
and see what sins he turned from, and then try to find what 
brought him to repentance. He made the people of his city 
and all his country do those things which he had to 
repent of afterward. These three things, he, their king, made 
the people do. 
Err. 
Do worse than heathen. 
Not hearken. 

To err is to go wrong, to turn from the right way; what 
is the name of all wrong-doing? Then, to err is sin, so 
Manasseh made a whole nation sin; not a few mistakes, not 
forgetting sometimes, but worse than—who? What were 
some of the things the heathen did inthosedays? Do they 
now? Did the Lord who watched over Judah ever try to 
save them? When Hezekiah went to the temple, and spread 
out the letter before God, and prayed, for whom did he send 
to come and pray with and for him? Manasseh did not do 
so, but when God spoke to the king and the people by his 
prophets they would not hear. How did Manasseh make 





them all so wicked? There is one little word at the very 
beginning of the lesson—“ So Manasseh made Judah to 
err.’ Wemust read farther back and see; for before any 
one makes others sin, he sins himself; and we shall fing 
what Manasseh had been doing all the years before this time, 

‘First of all, he himself did err. Where his good father 
had torn down wicked altars and groves and images, Ma. 
nasseh built them up again ; he worshiped the stars and the 
sun and the moon; he even built altars to them in the courts of 
the temple, and put there a carved image and idol which he 
had made. Theson of a pious, praying king took his own sons 
and offered them to Moloch. Was not that a great deal 
worse than the heathen whose fathers had not taught them 
better? Manasseh was twelve years old when his father 
died; there were then good people and priests of God, and 
prophets who were grieved at his wickedness, and begged 
him to remember his father’s example and God’s law, but he 
would not hear them. He grew worse year by year, and 
when the prophets told that the Lord said he would punish 
him, and bring sorrow and trouble on Judah for their sins, 
Manasseh was angry, and killed the prophets. In the beanti- 
ful city of David, even the very stones of the streets were 
stained with the blood of innocent people. 

God waited patiently ; Manasseh had been king twenty- 
one years when the time of punishmentcame. Strong ene- 
mies were against Judah ; but it was the Lord that brought 
the captains with their great army from Assyria. When from 
the same country they came against Hezekiah, what did 
hesay in our last golden text? How did God fight their 
battle? Manasseh asked for nosuch help. This is what God 
sentagainsthim: “Hosts of King of Assyria, thorns, fetters, 
slavery. 

The hosts came with swords and shields, and they took 
Manasseh the king “among the thorns.” From some old 
pictures on stones we see how the Assyrians used to do to 
those they conquered in war. They had sharp pieces of iron 
like a thorn, and when a king or some great person was 
captured, the iron was put through their upper lip or their 
nose, and fastened to a ring in a strong chain, and so they 
were led away. Manasseh was bound in chains, made a 
slave, and so carried off hundreds of miles to Babylon. Was 
it any comfort to him to know that he was in a great city of 
palaces and gardens, and splendor all around’ him? No, he 
was in a dark, deep dungeon, below some palace or castle, 
with only his chains and bitter memories for company. Did 
he pray to the stars, or sun, or moon for help? Why not? 
Did he beg his jailers to let him have even one of those 
idols he had made to guard him in his lonely cell? 

What did he do in his affliction? Weknow: Besought 
the Lord; humbled himself; prayed. 

Then he remembered the true God and cried to him. 
The proud king had been humbled when he was taken from 
his city and throne in chains, and in a dungeon fed on 
prison food. Was he not brought low when his enemies 
humbled him? But he humbled himself, his own heart was 
brought low; his pride was hateful in his own sight; he saw 
the wickedness of his whole life of sin; he was bowed down 
in spirit, not before any image, but before the God of his 
fathers. 

Is it not certain that in that prison in Babylon, Ma- 
nasseh remembered his praying father? Don’t you think, 
when he humbled himself before God, he felt sorry that he 
did not, while he was a little child, while his father lived, 
begin to serve God? As soon as he could love and obey his 
father, and know that he loved God, was not the son old 
enough to begin to love and serve him too? Did God hear 
and answer after he had so sinned against him? Yes, this 
is what God did for the wicked, sorrowful king in chains: 
Was entreated; heard him; brought him to Jerusalem. He 
was entreated; that means, his loving heart was touched 
by the pitiful cries of the wretched man. He heard to 
answer and do for him what he asked. He so ordered it all 
that the king who held him prisoner let him go back to his 
city and his home. Manasseh was king again on his own 
throne. Did he go back to his old wicked ways? 
Was his repentance true? What is it'to repent? Isaiah 
had taught what those should do who really repent; he 
said, ‘‘ Cease to do evil, learn to do well.” 

Manasgeh was a wiser king ; instead of idols and heathen 
altars, he built high walls and made his city safe and strong. 
He did these three things that proved his repentance to be 
true: Repaired altar of the Lord; sacrificed offerings ; 
commanded people to serve the Lord. What is our golden 
text? What is the meaning of chastened? God reproved 
and corrected Manasseh to show him his sin, to make 
him better, and by being chastened he was brought to repen- 
tance. When David thought of his sins and how God 
punished him he said: “ Before I was afflicted, I went 
astray, but now have I kept thy word.” The other day 4 
respectable colored man care to see a lady with whom he 
had lived when aboy. Hesaid to her: “ All the good I have 
ever be able to do for myself or anybody else I have to 
thank you for. You taught me to work, and to be honest, 
and everything good that I know; but the kindest thing you 
ever did was the day you punished me for running away 
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and for telling a lie; I can never thank you enough for 
that.” Did that seem very kind to the bad boy the day he 
was punished? 

Does it seem a3 if God could loveso wicked a man as 
Manas:eh? What has he done to show he “80 loved the 
world”? He knew that dear Son would be despised, and 
cruelly treated, and crucified, and .yet it was love that sent 
him here. 

If Manasseh could teach your lesson to-day, what time 
do you think he would say is best to begin serving God? 
What would he warn you not to do? What does the 
golden text tell us all to do? 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The course of the wall built by Manasseh, as stated in 
verse 14, presents several puzzles to the student of the 
ancient topography of Jerusalem, whose solution has not 
yet been reached, and probably never will be wholly 
reached by modern investigation. The site of Ophel is 
known, though its shape and dimensions must have some- 
what changed since Manasseh’s time; but Gihon and the 
fish-gate remain in obscurity Yet,in a general way, some 
light may be had upon the subject. 

The name Gihon, at present, is applied only to the two 
ancient pools of Gihon, the upper and the lower ; but the name 
is probably of recent application, given to accord with 
probability rather than with ascertained fact. Both are to 
the south of Jerusalem ; the upper one too far away to have 
ever been enclosed within the wall of Jerusalem. The 
lower pool of Gihon is at the bottom of the valley of Hin- 
nom, close under and directly west of that part of Mount 
Zion that lies without the present wall of the city. This 
pool is generally without water, and has large trees growing 
in it; but its walls, especially the two end ones, which are 
massive dams across the valley, are s'ill strong enongh to 
be made water-tight and serviceable. 

A glance at the map of Jerusalem will show that the city 
stands on a hilly tongue between two valleys; this tongue 
extending southward a little beyond the city wall in two 
bluntish forks; of these forks the eastern one is the exten- 
sion of Mount Moriah, and is Ophel; the western fork is 
outer Zion—which is now regularly “ plowed as a field.” 
Between Ophel and this outer Zion was formerly the 
Tyropean (Cheesemongers’) Valley; but it is pretty well 
filled up now. 

The two valleysin whose fork is Jerusalem, are Kidron 
on the west, running north and south; and Hinnom, at 
right angles thereto, extending east and west as far as the 
south end of outer Zion, when it bends to the north, around 
the west side of Zion, continuing in that course as far as the 
Jaffa gate, when it turns to the west again, grows shallower, 
and loses its identity not far from the upper pool of Gihon. 

The place called Gihon, chiefly known in Scripture by its 
pools, and by its being the place where Solomon was 
crowned, would seem, in all reasonable probability, to be 
close to the city of David or Zion. ‘“ Gihon, in the val ey,” 
of our English version, is rendered ambiguous by the 
present punctuation. The meaning is Gihon-in-the-valley. 
Some have endeavored to identify Gihon with the 
wretched village of Silwia,on the steep slope of the Mount 
of Offense, on the other side of the Kidron valley ; this 
seems contrary to all ideas of history and topography. Our 
text shows Gihon to have been in the valley; and the 
valley runs along the south and the west of Zion; so that 
Gihon, enclosed by “a wall without the city of David,” 
must have been just west, or just south-west, or just south, 
of Zion; and as the valley becomes very deep on the south, 
and as scarped rocks show that the ancient wall on the 
south probably enclosed not much, if anything, outside of 
Zion, Gihon was probably on the west of Zion, very near 
the so-called lower pool of Gihon. 

The probable courze of the wall built by Manasseh, then, 
extended downward from a point somewhere between the 
modern Jaffa gateand the modern south-west angle of the 
wall on Zion, encompassed Gihon-in-the-valley, which 
probably lay west of Zion; then curved around the steeper 
parts of Zion, crossed the Tyropwan, and turned south to 
enclose Ophel, after which it probably ran in a north and 
south line to join the east wall of Jerusalem. The pool of 
Siloam, at the foot of Ophel, on the south-west side, was 
doubtless near the extreme limit of the city, whether with- 
out or within the wall. 

The place where the fish-gate is mentioned in the text, 
was probably not far from the present dung-gate; most 
likely in the Cheesemongers’ Valley. This gate is mentioned 

in Nehemiah and Zechariah. It probably was near a fish- 
market, to which fish were brought in from the Mediterranean 
for sale. 

The diggings made by Captain Warren on Ophel, showed 
the immense depth of the Jerusalem wall below the present 
surface, which depth was once height above the surface. Dig- 
gings on Mount Zion have been generally hindered and 

forbidden. Robinson’s Arch, that formerly led from the 


over towards Mount Zion, sprung from a place that is now 
shoulder-high above ground. Its central stones were 
found, by digging, to be more than forty feet below the 
present surface. If Ophel and Zion are ever thoroughly 
explored by digging, the course of Manasseh’s wall may 
perhaps be better understood. The depth of rubbish over 
Ophel is fifteen or six teen feet on an average, and ancient 
coins and other relics are found in the dirt of the foot-paths 
after each heavy shower. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


CuasteNinG ImproveD —There is a well-known engravy- 
ing of Cromwell at the bedside of his dying daughter. 
He is represented as overcome with grief at the prospect of 
loss and afiliction, while the dying one calm and self-pos- 
sessed, supported by pillows in her bed, is holding her finger 
up as if in warning at her father. It is well known that 
before that time Cromwell had been urged by many friends, 
and was thinking himeelf, that it would be best for the 
security of his rule that he should be crowned king of 
England. But after his daughter’s death, with her last 
message and her warning finger raised against the consum- 
mation of this ambitious plan, Cromwell was firm in the 
position that he would remain Lord Protector, but would 
never consent to be crowned king. In all probability, the 
affliction, at that moment, of his daughter’s death, rescued 
his name and character from the imputation of inordinate 
ambition, and secured from posterity the true verdict upon 
his life. Irving says that “ while censure and detraction 
had dogged Washington—and followed him to his forlorn 
encampment at Valley Forge, Gates was the constant theme 
of popular eulogium, and was held up as the only one capable 
of retrieving the desperate fortunes of the South. Letters 
from his friends in Congress urged him to hasten on, take 
his seat at the head of the Board of War, assume the manage- 
ment of military affairs, and save the country.” In the 
same Life of Washington, Irving tells the following anec- 
dote of the late Governor Jay as given by his son, Judge 
Jay: “Shortly before the death of John Adams, I was 
sitting alone with my father, conversing about the American 
Revolution. Suddenly he remarked, ‘Ah, William, the his- 
tory of that revolution will never be known! Nobody now 
alive knows it but John Adams and myself.’ Surprised at 
such a declaration, I asked him to what he referred. He 
briefly replied, ‘The proceedings of the old Congress.’ Again 
I inquired ‘What proceedings?’ He answered, ‘ Those 
against Washington; from first to last there was a most 
bitter party against him.’ As the old Congress always sat 
with closed doors, the public knew no more of what passed 
within than what it was deemed expedient to disclose.” 


Washington was naturally a man of high and imperious 
temper. These extracts from Irving's history show us the 
effect of his discipline upon him, in giving him that reserve 
strength and self-control which made him, after all, through 
all these difficulties piled in his way, which he patiently 
surmounted, the great hero of the war of the Revolution. 


ZEALOvs In Evrt —Junius, in one of his famous letters, 
wrote: “There is a holy mistaken zeal in politics as well as 
in religion. By persuading others, we convince ourselves.” 

Jehu rode furiously ; the riding rapidly was well enough ; 
for God never confounds slcwress with goodness; but the 
trouble was that he rode in the wrong direction. St. Paul 
before his conversion was like one who was in a hurry for 
the cars and who took the wrong train. “Be earnest” is 
a motto which hangs in a certain young man’s hall. “A 
very good motto,” remarked a clergyman, “ only which way 
does your motto point? for as for downright earnestness, it 
is hard work to get ahead ot the devil himeelf in that line,” 





north-west corner of (modern) Ophel, inside the present wall, 


Broveur ro REPENTANcE.—St, Ambrose of Milan, that 


father of the early church who baptized the great Augustine 
in baptism, wrote in one of his epistles: “ Neither angel 
nor archangel, nor yet even the Lord himself (who alone 
can say, ‘I am with you’), can, when we have sinned, releace 
us, unless we bring repentance with us.” 

The secret of the power which the celebrated horse-tamer, 
Rarey, had, was found in this, that he got directly at the 
will of the animal, and not by indirect or second-hand 
agencies. The will of the stubborn animal was mastered by 
a direct power of the higher human will over it. At times, 
this exercise of will power, we are told, was very exhausting 
to the mind. The looped halter which this great tamer 
carried in his hand was only the visible means by which his 
power was to be made effective upon the will of the obsti- 
nate animal. And it has been this same flashing of a higher 
will upon a depraved, obstinate, but essentially lower class 
of wills, which has characterized the wonderful achievements 
of all the great tamers of men and beasts. ‘ For every kind 
of beasts and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the 
sea, is tamed and hath been tamed of mankind.” 

ZEALOUS FOR HIs Country.—In Green's history of the 
English people, speaking of William Pitt's magnetic power 
over men, and his supreme ambition to raise bis country 
to a position of commanding influence, he quotes the remark 
of a soldier of his time, who said, ‘No man ever entered 
Mr. Pitt’s closet who did not feel himself braver when he 
came out than when he went in.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


2 Chron. 33:9. Manasseh made Judah to err. A mort 
prodigious change from the height of piety in his father’s 
time, into the sink of impiety in this.—Strigelius. 


_He seems to have studied to find out what God had for- 
bidden in his laws, that he might practice it— Bp. Patrick, 


To do worse than the heathen. All the strange rites of the 
surrounding nations were practiced with an ardor before 
unknown. The king plunged into all the mysteries of sorcery, 
auguries and necromancy. The sacred furnace of Tophet 
was built up on an enlarged scale. He himself undertook 
the sacrifice of his own children. The name of Moloch 
became a common oath. There was a succession of small 
farnaces in the streets for which the children gathered wood, 
and in which their parents baked cakes as offerings to 
Astarte. Even the practice of human sacrifice became 
general.— Stanley. 


V.10. Lord spake to Manasseh. In 2 Kings 21: 10 16, 
it is related how the Lord caused it to be proclaimed by the 
prophets, that in punishment of Manasseh’s sins Jerusalem 
would be destroyed, and the people given into the power of 
their enemies; and how Manasseh filled Jerusalem with the 
shedding of innocent blood. The allusion in this paesage 
implies the complete overthrow and destruction of Jerusalem 
with all its inbabitants.— Keil. 


V.11. Brought upon them, the captains. The Assyrian 
monuments contain no record of this expedition; but there 
can be little doubt that it fell into the reign of Ezarhaddon, 
who succeeded his father, Sennacherib, B. C. 681, and 
reigned at least thirteen years. Esarhaddon mentions 
Manasseh among his tributaries; and he was the only king 
of Assyria who, from time to time, held his court at Baby- 
lon.— Rawlinson, 


Among the thorns. The word which is translated thorns 
means gery an iron ring, tuch as was put throngh the jaws 
of a fish, with a string passed through it and fastened to the 
shore, in order that the fish might be kept captive in the 
water (Job 41: 2). A similar instrument was used by the 
ancients for taming their prisoners, as appears from Amos 
4: 2. The Assyrian monuments show that this mode of 
treating captives was practiced by them. Translate, “ which 
took Manasseh captive with rings” or “ hooks.” — Maurer. 


V. 13. The discipline of exile made the king feel that the 
gods whom he had choeen were powerless to deliver, and he 
turned in his heart to Jehovah, the God of his fathers. The 
compassion or death of Esarhaddon led to bis release, and he 
returned to Jerusalem. His return was followed by a new 
policy. The old faith was no longer persecuted. Forei 
idolatries were no longer thrust in all their fou)ness into the 
sanctuary itself. The altar of the Lord was again restored, 
and thank-offerings and peace-offerings sacrificed to Jehovah. 
But beyond this the retormation did not go. The ark was 
not restored to its place. The book of the law remained in 
its concealment. Satisfied with feeling that they were no 
longer worshiping the gods of other nations by name, they 
went on with a mode of worship essentially idolatrous. 
“ The people did eacrifice still in high places, but to Jehovah 
their God only."—Z. H. Plumptre. 


Brought him again to Jerusalem. When Manasseh was 
brought back to his God and to his duty, he was soon 
brought back to his kingdom. See how ready God is to 
accept and welcome returning sinners, and how swift to 
show mercy. In him God showed forth a pattern of long- 
suffering —Henry. 


There is no portion of Scripture that is not liable to abnee. 
The instances of rich and adorable grace that are recorded in 
the holy volume induce many to live thoughtlessly and 
securely in rebellion against God. But let not the careless 
presume that it be well with them, though, like Manasseh, 
they add crime to crime. There are instances of those who 
are recovered after going to the greatest lengths of wicked- 
ness, that we may see that our Redeemer is “strong and 
mighty to save, and that none may despair: these instances 
are few, that none may presume.” ‘ There were, says 
Bishop Hall, “ many Jeroboams, and Abijams, and Ahabe, 





and Ahazes on these sacred thrones: there was but one 
Manasseh.”—Kollock. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


——_—_—~>—__— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 


International, at Atlanta, Georgia 
East Tennessee, at Jonesboro 
Illinois, state, at Decatur 
Missouri, state, at Sedalia 

New York, state, at Albany 
Ohio, state, at Norwalk 

Iowa, state, at Cedar Falls 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville 
Vermont, state, at 8t. Johnsbury 
Kansas, state, at Topeka 

New Jersey, state, at Trenton 


June 12, 13 
June 25-27 





INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1879. 


In The Stnday School Times for November 10, 1877, 
the full list of lessons for 1879 was given, as officially 
announced by the International Lesson Committee. By 
the following note from Dr. Vincent it will be seen that 
several errors have been found in the printed list in his 
possession. He says: 


To THz Epitor or THe SunDAY ScHoo.n TIMEs: 

I notice to-day for the first time two errors which somehow 
crept into the lesson list for 1879. I hasten to call the attention 
of your readers to the corrected items. Lesson 7 (second quarter), 
May 18, should be “The Saviour’s Kingdom,” Micah 4: 1-8, and 
not 1; 4-8. The lesson for November 23 (fourth quarter) should 
be “ The Glorified Saviour,”’ Rev. 1: 10-20, and for November 30 
“The Message to the Churches,’ Rey. 3: 1-13. I cannot under- 
stand how the errors occarred. 

J. H. Vincent, 
Chairman International Lesson Committee, 
Plainfield, N. J., Feb. 26, 1878. 


Only one of the above-mentioned errors was carried 
into the schedule furnished to The Sunday School Times. 
But to make the matter plain to all, the full list is now 
reproduced as finally corrected. 


FIRST QUARTER. 


January 5. 

1, The Second Temple. Ezra 3: 1-13. Memory verses: 10-13. 

Golden Text. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the Lorp, because the foundation of the house of the 
Lorp was laid. Ezra3; 11. 

January 12. 

2. The Dedication. Ezra6: 14-22. Memory verses: 19-22. 

Golden Text. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of 
the former, saith the Lory of hosts: andin this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lory of hosts. Hag. 2: 9. 

January 19. 

3. The Mission of Nehemiah. Neh. 2: 1-8. Memory verses: 4-8. 

Golden Text. The God of heaven, he will prosper us ; therefore we 
his servants will arise and build. Neh. 2: 20. 

January 26. 

4. The Builders Interrupted. Neh.4: 7-18. Memory verses: 15-18, 

Golden Text. Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and 
set a watch against them day and night, because of them. Neh.4: 9, 

February 2. 

6. The Reading of the Law. Neh. 8: 1-8. Memory verses : 1-3. 

Golden Text. The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple. Psa, 119: 130. 

February 9. 
6. The Keeping of the Sabbath. Neh. 13: 15-22. Memory verses: 19-22. 
Golden Text. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Ex. 20: 8. 
February 16, 

7. The Way of the Righteous. Psa.1: 1-6. Memory verses: 1-6. 

Golden Text. But the path of the justisas the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. Prov. 4: 18 

February 23. 

8. The King in Zion. Psa. 2: 1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 

Golden Text. God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci- 
fied, both Lord and Christ. Acts 2: 36. 

March 2. 5; 

@. The Prayer of the Penitent. Pra. 51: 1-13. Memory verses: 9-13. 

Golden Text. Wash methoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin. Psa, 51: 2. 

March 9. 

10. The Joy of Forgiveness. Psa. 32: 1-11. Memory verses: 7-11. 

Golden Text. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. Psa. 82: 1. 

March 16. 

11. Delightin God’s House. Psa. 84: 1-12. Memory verses: 8-12. 

Golden Text. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be 
still praising thee. Psa. 84: 4. 

March 23. 
12. The All-seeing God. Psa. 189; 1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text. Thou God seest me. Gen. 16: 13, 

March 30, 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


SECOND QUARTER. 
April 6. 
1, Sanctified Affliction. Job 38: 14-30. Memory verses: 23-26. 
Golden Text. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him, Heb.12: 5. 
April 13. 
2. Prosperity Restored. Job42:1-10, Memory verses: 1-6, 10. 


Golden Text. Behold, we count them happy, which endure, James 


6:11, 
April 20. 
3. Queen Esther. Esther 4: 10-17. Memory verses ; 18-16, 
Golden Text. Commit thy way unte the Lord ; trust also in him ; 
and he shall bring it to pass. Psa. 37 : 5. 
April 27. 


4. The Coming Saviour. Isa, 42: 1-10. Memory verses : 1-4. 


Golden Text, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Matt. 3 : 17. 

May 4. 
5. The Suffering Saviour. Isa, 53:1-12, Memory verses : 1-6. 
Golden Text, Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on 


the tree. 1 Peter 2: 24. 
May 11. 


6. The Saviour’s Call. Iss.55:1-11. Memory verses : 1, 6-8 
Golden Text, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 


John 7 : 37. 
May 18. 


7. The Saviour’s Kingdom. Micah 4:1-8. Memory verses: 1-4. 
Golden Text, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp» 
and to the house of the God of Jacob. Micah4: 2, 

May 25. 
8. The Holy Spirit Promised. Joel 2: 28-32. Memory verses : 28-32. 
Golden Text. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you. Acts1: 8. 

Junel. 
9. Prophecy against Tyre. Ezek. 26: 7-14. Memory verses 7, 13, 14. 
Golden Text. Heaven and earth shal! pass away, but my words shall 


not pass away. Matt. 4: 35. 
June 8. 


10. The Valley of Dry Bones. Ezek. 37: 1-10. Memory verses: 7-10, 
Golden Text. It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth 
nothing ; the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they 
are life. John 6 : 63. 

June 15. 
11. The Need of God’s Spirit. Zech.4:1-14. Memory verses: 4-7, 
Golden Text. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of ho-ts. Zech. 4: 6. 
June 22. 


12. Consecration to God. Mal. 3: 8-18. Memory verses : 16-18. 
Golden Text. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels. Mal. 3: 17. 

June 20. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


THIRD QUARTER, 

July 6. 
1. Peace with God. Rom. 5:1-10. Memory verses : 6-10. 
Golden Text. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:1. 

July 13. 
2. The Security of Believers. Rom. 8: 28-39. Memory verses: 35-39, 
Golden Text. If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 31, 


July 20. 
3. Christian Love. 1 Cor. 13: 1-13. Memory verses: 4-8. 
Golden Text. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity. 1 Cor. 13: 13. 


July 27. 

4. Victory over Death. 1 Cor. 15: 50-58. Memory verses: 54-57. 

Golden Text. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live- 
John 11: 26. 

August 3. 

6. The Ministry of Reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5: 14-21. 
18-21 

Golden Text. We pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to 
God, 2 Cor. 5: 20. 


Memory verses: 


August 10. 
6. The Frult of the Spirit. Gal. 5: 22-26; 6:1-9. Memory verses: 
22-26, 
Golden Text. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Gal. 6: 7. 
August 17. 
7. The Christian Armor. Eph. 6: 10-20. Memory verses: 14-17. 
Goiden Text. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. Eph. 6:11. 


August 24. 
8. The Mind of Christ. Phil.2: 1:13. Memory verses: 5-11. 
Golden Text. Let this mind bein you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus. Phil. 2:5. 
August 31. 


9. Practical Religion. Col. 3: 16-25. Memory verses: 16.20. 
Gouden Text. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men. Col. 8: 23. 
September 7. 
10. The Coming of the Lord. 1 Thess. 4: 13-18. Memory verses: 13-18, 
Golden Text. And so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thess. 4:17, 


September 14. 
11. The Christian in the Werld. 1 Tim. 6-16. Memory verses: 9-12. 
Golden Text. They are net of the world, even as 1 am notof the 
world. John 17: 16. 
September 21. 
12. The Christian Citizen. Titus 3:1-9. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text, Render therefore unto Cesar the things which are 
Cesar’s; and unto God the things that are God's. Matt, 22:21. 


September 28. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


FOURTH QUARTER. 
October 5. 
1. Our Great High-Priest. Heb. 4: 14-16; 5: 1-6. 
14-16. 
Golden Text, Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 
Heb.7: 25. 


Memory verses : 


October 12. 
2. The Types Explained. Heb.9: 1-12. Memory verses: 8-12, 
Golden Text, For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified. Heb, 10; 14. 


October 19. 
3. The Triumphs of Faith. Heb. 11: 1-10. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text, For he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 
Heb, 11: 27. 
October 26. 
4. Faith and Works. James2: 14-26. Memory verses: 14-18. 
Golden Text. For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also. James 2: 26. 
November 2. 
6. The Perfect Pattern. 1 Peter 2: 19-25. Memory verses: 19-25. 
Golden Text. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 


1 Peter 2: 22, 
November 9. 


6. The Perfect Saviour. 1 John 1: 1-10. Memory verses: 5-9. 
Golden Text. The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
alisin. 1 John: 7. 
November 16. 
7. The Love of the Father, 1 Jokn4:7-16. Memory verses: 7-11. 





Golden Text, We love him, because he first loved us. 1 John 4: 19. 


November 23. 
8. The Glorified Saviour. Rev. 1: 10-20. Memory verses : 12-18. 
GoldenText, [am Alpha and Omega, the be ginning and the end- 
ing, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty. Rev. 1: 8. 
November 30. 
9. The Message to the Churches. Rev. 3: 1-13. Memory verses : 1-5. 
Golden Text. Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown. Rey.3: ll. 
December 7. 
10. The Heavenly Song. Rey. 5:1-14. Memory verses: 9-12. 
Golden Text. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches,and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and 
blessing. Rev. 5:12. 
December 14. 
11. The Heavenly City. Rev. 21: 21-29, 22: 1-5. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text. For he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker isGod. Heb.11: 10. 
December 21, 
12. The Last Words. Rey. 22: 10-21. Memory verses: 16-21. 
Golden Text. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen, Rey. 22: 21. 
December 28. 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 





ATLANTA’S HOSPITALITY. 


The hospitality of Southern homes is proverbial; and 
the citizens of Atlanta are already taking much pride in 
the opportunity which will be afforded them, next month, 
to open their doors to four or five hundred delegates. The 
Atlanta Constitutiop, the leading daily paper of the city, 
gives delegates and visitors this pleasant picture of the 
welcome they will receive : 


Atlanta has been honored as no other Southern city ever has 
been, by being selected as the meeting-place for large representa- 
tive borders and societies from all parts of the country. Her 
superb hotels and other facilities for accommodating large crowds 
of people, her matchless climate and large-hearted hospitality— 
which has become proverbial all over the land—have attracted 
many to us in the past, and will continue to do so in the future. 
These gatherings of representative men of various organizations, 
whose meetings have been held here within a year or two past, 
have made Atlanta the best known eity south of Washington, 
and given her a reputation for energy, enterprise, and generous 
hospitality second to no city in the land. This hospitality is to 
be tested during the coming spring as perhaps it has never been 
before. The International Sunday-school Convention, composed 
of at least four hundred delegates, representing every denomina- 
tion and all sections of this country and parts of Europe, has 
selected Atlanta as the place for its next meeting, which will 
occur on the 17th of April and hold three days. A large com- 
mittee has been appointed, representing the city council, board 
of trade, the Fulton County Sunday-school Association, and the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, with Governor Colquitt as 
chairman, to secure homes for the delegates, and provide such 
other accommodations as may be necessary. 


During the week of the convention, a Sunday-school 
jubilee will be held in Oglethorpe Park, at which between 
fifteen and twenty thousand persons are expected. Early 
in May the general conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South will also be held in Atlanta. It will have 
about three hundred clerical and lay delegates, and its 
session will last about a month. 

Round-trip tickets from New York to Atlanta will be 
sold for $36.25 instead of $40.15, as at first announced; 
and from Chicago for $33.05. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—At the second annual convention of the Washington 
County (R. I.) Sunday-school Association, held at Westerly, 
on February 12 and 13, the Rev. Dr. Behrends delivered 
an address on “The Art of Asking Questions.” Eight 
hundred persons were in attendance. 


—Mr. F. B. Loomis, of Medina, Ohio, the new corres- 
ponding secretary of the Ohio Sunday-school Union, is at 
work on the programme for the Norwalk convention of 
June 4-6, which will be, it is thought, the largest ever 
held. He is especially endeavoring to put practical work 
into the programme of the convention, thereby falling 
into line with the Atlanta programme. 

—The Boston North and South Sunday-school Asso- 
ciations both held conventions during the week ending 
February 23. The report of the latter indicated 731 
classes; 915 officers and teachers; 8322 scholars; 5,265 
in average attendance; 491 baptisms ; and $6,768.79 as 
the amount of contributions. The former is a little the 
larger, reporting 35 schools; 853 classes; 1,054 officers 
and teachers; 9,356 scholars; 6,187 in average attend- 
ance; 641 baptisms; and $7,156.66 in contributions from 
27 schools. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—English workers are starting special Sunday and day 
schools for children living on canal-boats—perhaps the 
most neglected part of the population. The schools are 
established at the loading-places and regular stopping- 
places of the boats. 


—The Sunday-school Society for Ireland, in connec- 
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tion with the Presbyterian Church, is increasing its work. 
For 1877 it had, according to the annual report, 984 
echools on its roll, with 8,846 teachers and 71,926 scholars 
in average attendance—an increase of 54 teachers and 
1094 scholars. It sold 21,423 premiums, 1,841 teachers’ 
books, 6,790 Bibles, 4,578 Testaments, 6,659 psalm-books, 
9.493 First-Books, 25,825 catechisms, 2,529 class-books, 
1,096 ticket-sheets, 28,000 New Year’s addresses, 45,500 
copies of The Teachers’ Guide, 5,034 library books, and 
998 049 numbers of periodicals. It gave away 1,055 Bibles, 
1644 Testaments, 3,139 First-Books, 7,256 catechisms, 
1,480 class-books, and 998 ticket-sheets. The Society 
adopted the International Lessons in 1877. Its New 
Year's address for this year was “The Wonderful Lamp,” 
by Dr. Richard Newton, of which sixteen thousand copies 
were sold. 


—On the last Sunday in January, the superintendent of 
the Sunday-school of the Congregational Church of the 
Pilgrims, Vineland, N. J., offered three prizes for the best 
three maps of Palestine in the time of the events described 
in the lesson of the day, the design being to cultivate a 
study of Bible geography. The maps were directed tobe 
on the scale of fifteen miles to the inch. One month was 
given for the work ; the scholars liked the idea ; and many 
began map-drawing and the study attendant upon it. 
When the month closed, there were seventeen maps 
referred by the superintendent to the principal of the high 
school, who is a teacher in the school. He decided upon 
the three best, and a fourth was afterward added. The 
Sunday-school concert on the last Sunday evening in 
February was devoted to map study and map talk, with a 
few recitations from the infant class. The superintendent 
had crayoned upon cloth a large map of the same country, 
on a scale of thirty miles to the foot, and that map was 
hung before the school, and questions were asked about 
it. The prizes were not in themselves very valuable, but 
they effectively promoted the study of Bible geography. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Mr. George C. Needham has been holding crowded 
revival meetings in the City Hall, Portland, Me., and has 
awakened much interest, Mr. Cato, the singer, works with 
him. Three thousand people have been present at some 
of the evening services, and the after-meetings at the 
various churches have been well attended. 


—The Seamen’s and Landsmen’s Aid Society, of Phila- 
delphia, during 1877, gave out 18,853 papers, 15,150 
tracts, and 600 books, and visited 580 vessels. There isa 
mission at 521 New Market Street, and there are meet- 
ings at many other points along the river. In these, 312 
prayer-meetings were held, 1,000 vessels were supplied 
with libraries, and 2,495 sailors visited the reading- 
room. 

—Messrs. Moody and Sankey began work in Springfield 
on Sunday, February 10, and since that time have held 
daily meetings. As in Hartford, the revival has been 
quiet rather than demonstrative, and with a constant 
growth of interest. Messrs. William C. Soutar, of Newark, 
N. J.; Edward W. Bliss, of Hartford ; and George W. 
Hayes, of Boston, conduct noon temperance meetings in 
connection with Mr. Moody’s work. 


—The revival spirit did not die, nor the revival work 
cease, when Messrs, Moody and Sankey left Hartford. 
Under Messrs. Pentecost and Stebbins the interest is 
maintained, and their meetings are notable for the steady 
strength which characterized those held by their prede- 
cessors. The average attendance, on pleasant afternoons 
and evenings, is some 3,300. One powerful illustration 
of the effect of the work of evangelism is to be found in 
the fact that the Hartford jail, which had two hundred 
and thirty-five inmates a year ago, now has but one hun- 
dred and forty. The Hartford Courant says: 

“No recruits are gathered in to make up deficiencies, and if the 
Present state of things continues in equal proportion for the next 
Sixmonths the building will be nearly empty. Such a condition 
of affairs has not been known before for years... . There has 
been an especially large diminution of arrests and prosecutions 
during the past few weeks. The work of the evangelists in Hart- 
ford cannot be overlooked in considering this great falling off in 
drunkenness particularly, While the Protestants have been 
laboring zealously, the Roman Catholics have also performed a 
Special work among their people. These large public meetings, 
these daily gatherings for prayer, these confessions of sin, have not 
been unprofitable. They have gone down deeper into the heart of 
this city, no doubt, than the laborers themselves have been able to 
discover, There is a reason for the work of rebuilding which has 
been and is going on in the lives of many, whose behavior for the 
better rids the criminal dockets of scores of names familiar to the 
Police; and the religious and reformatory influences which have 
Prevailed must not be ignored in trying to find at least one chief 
Teason. The temperance cause has grown through these infiu- 
ences, silently, and by the power of moral suasion, under which 


‘of its kind in the English language. 





it must always have its most effective stimulus. So perceptible is 
the falling off in habitual intoxication that the places where liquor 
has been sold are diminishing. Numerous groggeries are | 
“breaking” for want of patronage, and many which are trying 
to hold together are doing it by a stealthy evasion of the license 
law and are being closely watched... . The results of this 
wholesome reform in depopulating the jail are not confined to the 
moral aspects of the case, however great and important they may 
be,—and they are certainly very significant,—but they produce a 
large saving in the public expense which tax-payers have to bear 
to support the law. The state pays $2.25 per week for each pris- | 
oner in jail, and a falling off of one hundred prisoners makes an | 
item which aggregates over twelve thousand dollars a year. 





ToeeG, A, 


—A District Conference of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations of the first district (embracing the counties 
of New York, Westchester, Richmond, Kings, Queens, 
Suffolk, and Rockland) was held in the parlors of the 
Brooklyn Association on March 7 and 8. The state is 
divided into ten districts, and this conference is one of a 
series it is proposed to hold in the various districts during 
the year. 


—The Louisville Young Men’s Christian Association is 
offering to the publica course of free lectures on the Bible. 
It began on February 24, and will close on April 28. 
The choice of subjects is so excellent, and the lecturers are 
so eminent, that the list deserves to be reproduced. It 
is as follows: 


February 24, “The Four Gospels,” by E. P. Humphrey, D.D.; 
March 3, “ The Bible the World's Need,” by J. L. Burrows, D.D.; 
March 10, Annual Mass Meeting under the auspices of the 
Louisville and Vicinity Bible Society, the address being by the Hon. 
John W. Stevenson, of Covington; March 17, “ Confirmatien of 
Old Testament History from the Egyptian and Assyrian Monu- 
ments,” by Stuart Robinson, D.D.; March 24, “The Rule of 
Faith; or, The Canon of Scripture,’ by E. T. Perkins, D.D.; 
March 31, “ The Bible and other Sacred Books,” by C. H. Toy, D.D.; 
April 7, “ Adaptation of the Bible to Human Nature,” by J. A. 
Broadus, D.D.; April 14, “ Words of Eternal Life,” by S. A. 
Ort, D.D.; April 21, Service of Song, by James F. Huber; April 
28, ‘The Divine Inspiration of the Scriptures,” by Bishop H. H. 
Kavanaugh, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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NEWCOMB'S ASTRONOMY.* 


It is only rarely that a great mathematical astronomer 
condescends to write books for the people; and if he does, 
in four cases out of five, what he writes is unintelligible to 
all but a very few. Investigators seldom have either the 
disposition or ability to communicate what they know to the 
world in general. To this rule, however, there are happy 
exceptions; and among them must be counted Professor New- 
comb, whose Popular Astronomy is undoubtedly the best work 
Its arrangement is 
logical, its statements are accurate, its reasonings clear, and 
its style simple, perspicuous and sufficiently picturesque. 
Throughout the book it is everywhere evident that great 
care has been taken to secure exact and perfect truthfulness 
of representation: facts are kept distinct from fancies, and 
theories and speculations stand for just what they are. 
Bookmakers who are not actually engaged in scientific 
work almost invariably fail in this respect; they do not 
themselves know the precise limits between the known 
and the imagined, and of course cannot make them clear to 
their readers. In their writings the law of gravitation and 
the nebular hypothesis stand on pretty much the same 
footing; Kepler's laws and the “ Harmonies of the Solar 
System” are classed together, and the speculations of 
Maedler and others, as to a central sun and stellar system, 
are put on an equality with the researches of Lagrange and 
Laplace. 

The readers of Professor Newcomb’s book need have no 
anxiety for fear of being misled in such ways: if the author 
errs at all, it is on the side of caution and reserve. Proba- 
bly in pictureequeness and vividness of style some of the 
non-scientific writers might have slightly the advantage, 
and yet in these qualities our book is by no means wanting. 
Itcertainly is interesting and not difficult reading to any one 
who, to begin with, cares something about astronomy; and 
it is full of ingenious illustrations and comparisons which 
throw great light upon the subject. There are occasional 
signs, however, that the author did not make the writing of 
this book his principal work while it was in progress, but 
rather regarded it as our grandmothers did their knitting- 
work,—a useful occupation with which to fill the intervals 
of other and severer labors. Here and there there are a few 
inaccuracies—of no great importance, however—in the 
description or explanation of experiments ; some omissions of 
names or facts which would naturally be looked for in such 





*Popular Astronomy. By Simon Newcomb, LL.D. New York: 





Harper & Brothers. svo, cloth, pp. xvi, 566, Price, $4.00. 


a book; and quite a number of minor errors resulting from 
carelessness in proofreading. We feel especially disposed 
to complain of the use of the ambiguous and vague word 
“ force” for “ energy ” in the phrase “ conservation of force” 
on page 247, and in several other places. 

It is noticeable that the author seems to have a decided 
preference for the old Julian calendar as against the Gre- 
gorian, and raises the question whether, when 1900 comes: 
there may not be some concerted movement to return to it. 
Undoubtedly, astronomical computers would find it more 
convenient for their purposes; but it hardly seems likely 
that other people will be willing to revert to a system which 


| in course of time, would bring spring into December. 


With reference to the nebular hypothesis and the different 
theories of the sun's constitution he is rather non-committal; 
as to the existence of an intra-mercurial planet of any size he 
is more than sceptical, thinking the balance of probabilities 
greatly against it. He does not even mention the proposed 
name of Vulcan, nor the recent investigations of Leverrier 
regarding it. One new and excellent feature of the book 
deserves special mention,—the four short but interesting arti- 
cles on the solar constitution, prepared at the author's 
request, by different investigators, and given in their own 
words. 

There are two short addenda concerning Dr. Draper's 
discovery of the bright lines of oxygen in the solar spec- 
trum, and Hall’s discovery of the satellites of Mars. The 
Appendix contains an excellent glossary of astronomical 
terms with explanations, and a collection of tables of astro- 
nomical data, which will be found of great value. There is 
a curious misprint in the table of the elements of the eight 
major planets (p. 528). The last column but one contains 
the longitude of the planet, 1849, December 31.0. For 
“December” is printed “ Declination,” making” nonsense ; 
and, by the way, it is not stated, as it ehould be, what kind 
of time this date is reckoned in, whether Paris, Greenwich, 
or Washington. The star maps which accompany the book 
are very good, though we think they might easily have been 
made better by printing them in black upon white. They 
seem to us now to be deficient in not giving the names or 
the Greek letters by which the stars are designated, in any 
but a few cases. In the style of printing adopted, it would 
not have been easy to insert them without causing confusion 
or illegibility, while in the other method there would have 
been no such difficulty. The mechanical execution of the 
book is excellent, as are also the more than a hundred 
woodcuts by which it is iillustrated. Altogether, it may be 
safely recommended as a work to be read with confidence 
and interest; and to be preserved in the library of every 
intelligent person as a standard anthority for reference. 





The Story of a Mine. By Bret Harte. Boston: James 
R. Osgood & Co.—This new story of Mr. Harte’s is “ written 
in the author’s most characteristic style,” as the critics are 
wont to say; but this phrase contains all the praise the book 
deserves. It isa vivid picture of certain phases of life in 
California and Washington, presenting to the reader, in 
glowing colors, a due amount of romance and excitement. 
But while Mr. Harte’s picture of rough mining life in Cali- 
fornia may be accurate, his delineation of average life and 
character in Washington is grossly misleading. American 
politics are not ideally pure, but such representations as are 
contained in certain recent works of humor and fiction are 
not only unjust to the average Congressman, but positively 
demoralizing to the youth of the country. The present, 
work is also disfigured, we might almost say destroyed, by 
a profanity which appears on nearly every page. If Mr. 
Harte, in the present condition of his reputation, finds it 
necessary to flavor his stories with the red pepper of 
blasphemy, he evidently perceives an insipidity in the 
viands he offers, or a debased taste in their consumers. (Sq. 
16mo, cloth, pp. 172. Price, $1.00.) 

Half-Hour Series. ‘‘ Back to Back,” by E. E. Hale; 
“The Spanish Armada,” by A. H. Guernsey; ‘“ Constantino- 
ple,” by James Bryce; ‘Sir William Temple,” by Lord 
Macaulay; “ Machiavelli—Horace Walpole,” by Lord 
Macaulay. New York: Harper & Brothers —This series 
multiplies as fast as the Vest Pocket Series of last year, and 
now numbers fifty volumes. Of these only four have been 
by Amertcan writers, and two of the form are included in 
the present lot. Mr. Hale is always readable, Dr. Guern- 
sey, who is an accurate, though not a profound writer, 
writes a sufficiently complete monograph concerning the 
great Spanish attempt against England. Dr. Bryce’s lec- 
ture on Constantinople is of timely interest. Fourteen of 
Macaulay's essays are now included in the eeries. 





Map of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: J. H. Butler & Co. 
—This new wall map of the state of Pennsylvania 1s in 
every way praiseworthy. It is four by six feet in size; is 
nicely colored by counties; traces all the rivers, railroads, 
and canals, in accordance with the latest surveys; and 
indicates the location of every post-office in the etate. As 
issued, it is as bright and fresh ag a new dollar; but it will 
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doubtless be long before a better map takes 
its place on the wall. (Price, $6.00.) 

Life and Times*of Thomas a Becket. By 
James Anthony Froude, M. A. New York: 
Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—The chapters 
composing the present volume have appeared 
serially*in one of the English monthly maga- 
zines. As combined, they form a brilliant 
and interesting monograph, rather than a 
complete biography. The words “Life and 
Times,” in the title, cover too much ground. 
The volume is more like one of the striking 
episodes, occasionally covering two or three 
hundred pages, in Mr. Froude’s History of 
England. In preparing this biography, Mr. 
Froude’s purpose has been controversial 
rather than historical, for his chief aim is 
to overthrow the claims of peculiar sanctity 
made for Thomas 4 Becket by the Roman 
Catholics and the modern English sacramen- 
tarians. His description of Becket is, of 
course, very much more accurate than that 
of the sacerdotalists he endeavors to refute, 
and the ridiculous “ miracles” of Becket are 
treated as they deserve. But the intense, 
almost bitter, spirit of the controversialist is 
so evident throughout, that the reader is 
tempted to withhold the confidence which 
ought to be bestowed only upon the judicial 
historian. But Mr. Froude never does 
things by halves, and though he is a special 
pleader rather than a judge, his brilliant 
eloquence makes his books very easy and 
profitable reading. Asa contribution to the 
record of abuses and superstitions which 


preceded the Reformation, the present pic-- 


ture will have a permanent value, despite its 
over-coloring. 


The Biblical Museum. A collection of 
notes on the Holy Scriptures. By James 
Comper Gray. New York: Anson D. F. 
Randolph & Co, Mr. James Comper Gray 
is a well-known Haoglish commentator, whose 
lesser works—Topics for Teachers, The Class 
and the Desk, and others, have attained 
a steady popularity. He is best known, 
however, by the present work, The Biblical 
Museum. The New Testament division is 
is now complete in five volumes, and the 
first two bound volumes of the Old Testa- 
ment include the Pentateuch. The work is 
still in course of serial publication. Asa 
commentator, Mr. Gray looks chiefly at tne 
practical side; and his notes will be of con- 
stant service to the working teacher and 
the industrious scholar. In the employ- 
ment of illustrations he has a special facility, 
and he points out many topics connected 
with the texts under'diecussion. In its present 
American edition, the commentary is one of 
the eheapest of scriptural annotations ; and 
while it should not supersede more scholarly | gnci 
works, it may well supplement ox introduce 
them. Each vol. 12mo, cloth, page 384, 
Price, $1.50. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


HrsTory 7 THE as Prop... By John Rich- 
ard Green, M.A. Voi. I. 8vo. cloth, pp. xi, 576. 
New York: Harper r Brothers. Price, $2.50, 


Two TALEs OF Marn@rep Lire: Hard tO Bear, by 
Georgiana M. Craik; A True Man, by M. C. Stirling. 
8vo, paper, pp. 118, The same. Price, 3 cents, 


Tus Last oF THE Happons. A Novel. By Mrs. 


Newman, 8vo, paper, pp. lll. The same. Price, 
25 cents. 


Back To Back: A Story. By Edward Everett Hale. 
S2mo, paper, pp. 98. Thesame. Price, 25 cents. 


Tue SranisH ARMADA. By Alfred H. Guernsey. 
¥2mo, paper, pp. 106, Thesame, Price, 20 cents, 


CONSTANTINOPLE. By James Bryce. 32mo, paper, 
pp. 70. The same. ice, 15 cents. 


MACHIAVELLI; and Horace WaLpour. 
Macaulay. S2mo, paper, pp. 130. 
25 cents. 


FIeLp-MARSHAL CoUNT MoLTKe®’s LETTERS FROM 
Rusera. Translated by Grace Bigelow. 32mo, paper. 
pp. 181. Thesame. Price, 25 eents. 


JomnN MILTON, AND Lorp Byron. 
lay. 32mo, paper, pp. 136. 
cents. 


Joumw HaMPpEN, AND LoRD BURLEIGH. By 
Macaulay. 32mo, paper, pp. 183. Thesame. 
25 cents. 


Tae HisToRY or 4 CRIME. By Victor Hugo. 
trated, 8vo, paper, pp. 103. The same, 
cents. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN 
AFFAtRs, for 1877. Svo, cleth PP. v, 555. Washing- 
ton: Government “printing Office 


WEIGHTS AND WINes. by Charles F. Deems. LL. > 
Sq. 16mo, cloth, pp. 272. New York: William B 
Mucklow. Price, $1.50. 


Henri; S, The Little Savoyard in Paris. 


lation, by Mrs, Lizzie P. 
The same, 


By. Lord 
Thesame. Price, 


By Lord Macan- 
The same. Price. 25 


Lord 
Price, 


Tilus- 
Price, 25 


A trans 
Lewis, 16mo, cloth, pp. 125, 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulason of 
The Sunday School Times is gwen each 
week, The edition this week is 26,850 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, 

The advertisement of H. N. Thissell 
(American Tract Society) will be found 
this week, and hereafter, among the Special | } 
Notices. 





Prope in the country who wish to make 
purchases in New York, but who are 
unable to get there, will read with interest 
the advertisement, on the last page, of Azro 
Goff's Purchasing Agency. Mr. Goff was 
for several years connected with the busi- 
ness department of The Sunday School 
Times. Buyers sending to him may be 
sure that he will give careful attention to 
their orders, and use good judgment in 
buying. 


An AstonisHine Orrer.—The Inde- 
pendent, of New York, offers in another 
column to give away, absolutely, a Wor- 
cester’s Unabridged Quarto Pictorial Diction- 
ary which retails everywhere for $10 and is, 
of course, a household necessity. The Inde- 
pendent is now publishing Rev. Joseph 
Cook’s famous Boston Monday Lectures, 
which are creating so much discussion 
everywhere. See advertisement of The 
Independent in this paper. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Sonas or Bevian. New —— ng Book for Sunday 
Schools. Price, 35 cts. ker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street. Philadelphia. 





AN admirable poeket companion and friend is 
found im the beautiful little book which has been very 
oP abliet in b Fegiane, Daily Light on the Daily ye th. 
rye & the American Traet Society, N. Y. 

yt pes e.4e. Send to the Depository. 1512 

Chestnut Street, “Philadelphia, orto your boekseller. 





To ONE AND ALL.—Are you suffering from a ceuch, 
cold, asthma. brenchitis, or any of the various pul- 
monary treubles, that so eften terminate in consump- 
tien? If so, use “ Wilbor’s Pure Cod Liver Oil and 
Lime,” asafe and eahencious remedy. This is no quack 
preparation, but is regul —+ | yg by the medi- 
eal faculty. Manufactur only A. B. Wilbor, 


Chemist, Besten. Seld by all evegtine. 





Two Crromos FrREE.—A pair of beautiful 6x8 
Chromos, worthy to adorn any home, and a Three 
Months’ Subscription to Leisure Hours, a handsome 
16 page literary paper, filled with ‘the Choicest 
Stories, Sketches, Poetry, etc., sent Free to all sending 
fifteen cents (stamps taken) to pay — The pub- 
lishers, J. L. Patten & Co., 162 William 8t., N. Y., 
Guarantees every one Double Value of money sent. 
$1800 in prizes, and big pay, given toagents. Semd at 
once! 





USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’S CHOCOLATE. 


WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY I8 THE BBST. 








PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, 1.75. 





HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 oonts for postage. 
My Picture Lesson; four pages for every Sunday; 
100 copies, one year, $13.00. 70 Bible Heuse, N. Y. 








IFE OF ST, PAUL. 
BY CONYBEARE & HOWSON, 
2mo. Cloth. Té4 pages. $1.00. 
I have a few left. Am anxious to close out at once. 
Will send post-paid to address for $1.00. 
c. @. STODDART, 
208 Broadway, N. Y. 





Coughs and Colds, 


“Brown's Bronchial 

Troches” will allay ir- 

ritation which induces 

roughing, and gives im- 

mediate relief in Bron- 

ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 

enza, Hoarseness, Sore 

Throat, and Consump- 

. tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Eron- 
ehial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
known and used nearly all over the world. 


E< Gi for : @i,i2tor 
RO Spe 
Bewtd sy Ch- 


ot G talogue 
free. J.T. Phillips & Son, West Grove, Chester Co., ‘a. 





To lendid “ Midwinter” Number of Scribner's 
Monthly, and the Christmas Holida 
% Nicholas pont 08 rae Bk post-pai 


for 30 cents. 
Address, Scribner & 


748 Broadway, New York. 


PULPIT HELPS. >i; sien Semapie, iv oonin 


2 5 Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
«) with name in gold, %c. Hull & Co.,Hudson, N.Y 


5O Kietre outat ios. Seavy Bos. Northford, Ch 

















Number of 





EDUCATIONAL. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Next term opens April 8. A sixty “pase catalogue, 
with full particulars, sent on oP lication 
J. W. SHOEMA R, A.M., President. 





The Elocutionist’s Annual, No. 5. 
Just issued. 200 pages. A ol Latest popu- 
lar oedings. Sent post. paid for 3° 
J. . SHOEMAKER & CO., 1418 Chestnut ®., Phila. 





|” igs SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education. Refers b 
permission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunda, 
hool Times, and Rev. 8S. W. Dana, 4001 Pine Stree 
Philadelphia. For SS address. 
MRS. J » BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802. ASea- 
side —, for et ol sexes. On direct route from 
New Y ork to Boston. For catalo r[ e address 
REV. . Dd. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. 1, 


NCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 

guages, *mBV. Da and Music, 
VID i. Po creen be D. Be! President, 





CROWELL’S 
Sunday-Scicoi Libraries 


No. 1. 3@ vols. 18mo 
No. 2. 15 vols. l6mo.. 
No. 3. 15 vols. l6me . 
Also ju 
No. 4. 36 vols. 18mo.... 
For Primary and Infant Scholars. Containing a 
choice selection of short amd interesting stories, espe- 
cially adapted to this class of readers. Send for our 
complete ee) Sy, 
T. Y. CROWELL, 744 Broadway, New York. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is KEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpfal to 
soe a we rr or a8 ie 8 Ye cost is 
only 7 cts. quarter, or ce % 
Send SEVEN CENTS f en 
jas and be EY, 

LSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
eaten sites York. 


LIFE OF ST. PAUL. 


BY CONYBEARE & HOWSON. 
12mo. Cloth. 764 pages. 75 cents! 


Leary’s Uld Book Store, 


wad Street, below Market, Philadelphia. 








F YR BRACKET WORKERS. 


BRACKET PLANES, 25c. each. 

BRACKET SAWS, 100. per doz. 

All Free by M ail 

Send for Design Circular and Price List. 
Fancy Foreign and Domestie Woods. 


GEORGE M. WAY & CO., 
Hartford, Conn. 


D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON, 
Publish 


Choicest Sunday-School Books, 


and send Catalogues /ree. 


MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
remitting for first purchase. Address the manu- 
facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
paper. 








LIGHT ON THE LESSON ; 


A new paper for Intermediate Classes; explana- 
tions for the scholars. One copy one month, 
Gave cents; one year, twenty- “Eve cents, Ten 
iss and over, each thirteen cents a year. 
UGENE R. SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible 
House, New York, 








—— We will send you acopy of Gabriel’s 
i] For r 15 Cts. | | ae School Songs— a new 8S. 8, 


usic book just out. 
All New Hymns. 


All New 
ra. sparkling, good, 


Music. 
Also a fre + we copy 0 a a 
Musical Million, acharming 60 — i 

Monthly all For 15 Cts. 


RU /EBUSH, KIEFFER & co., 
_ Singer’ 8 Glen, Roc kingham Co., ‘Va. a. 


FIRST CLASS TREES AND PLANTS At very 
Low Rates. Apple-trees lic. each; Standard Pear, 
40c, each; Dwarf Pear, 30c. each. Strawberries, Rasp- 
berries, Blackberries, and Grape Vines by the doz., 108, 
1,000, or 10,000. All goods packed and delivered at 
depot without extra charge. /Price-list free. Address 
S.C. DeCOU, MoorEstTown, Barlington Co., N, J. 
POTTER = Emnossep Pictures, for decorating; 

O sheets comeing of Birds, Bugs, 


Ferns, Japanese, Heads, Reptiles, a etc,, t- 
paid, for Hc, # Elegant Pictures, 25 ce — 
CHAS, W. , KNIGHT, NEW REDFORD, MASS, 


4 ~ Cards, no 2 alike, by name and 
OCard Case, 13c . HAVENS 
& CO., West eeriden, ‘Coan. 


Mx’ s Catalogue of Practical Religious Works 
on applic ation. 42d St. and Madison Ave., N. Y. 











tammerers and all interested send for circulars. 
OO Am, Vecal Inst., 103 Waverly y Place, New York. 


Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask. 
etc Cards, © two alike, your name neatly 
printed on all, on1¥ 10. STAR Co.. Northford, Ot. 


t 


Latest Style Cards, no 2 alike, with name, 10c. 
post-paid, C. H. Holt & Co., Riders Mills, N. ¥ 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 





From Advertisers, 


[From Croft, Wilbur &Co., Manufacturers of Con- 
fectionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.} 
After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 

truthfully say that no paper has brought us so good 

returns as The Sunday School Times. An adver. 
tisement inserted in its columns brought us cash 

Forme from the larger share of ali the states in the 
nion 


[From J. J. Wilson, 168 Broadway, New Yor: fee 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons. 

15, 1877.] 

It is a pleasure to me"to Inform you that my ad. 
brie pres be The Sunday School Times has been the 
most satisfactory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue containin 
my first advertisement, numerous letters aatistied 
me I had found a medium of the 

I am glad to notice that be vy 
tisements which are intended 
that cannot possibly be made believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


From ~~ Waters 4 Sons,’ Dealers in Pianos, 
t édc., 40 Hast 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877.] 
We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
medium, we consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the best we use. 


[From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 

Philade] phia.—August 31, 1877.]} 

I have been much gratified with the success 
attending my advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times, and shall avail myself in the future of that 
paper as a medium superior to any other within the 
range of my experience. 


[From 7. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor Y 
Ser = gency for lor Schools and Teachers, 30 
New York.] 

Tho am Par 80 gratified wi e returns from m: 
advertisement in The Sunday 8: Sehool Times that 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I 
may 4h. 4 I have received more answers from 
my adve ment in this paper than from any other 
I have employed. 


[From M. W. Smith, & Co., 140 La Salle 8t., Chicago, 
Ill.—January 16, 1877.] 
More than three hundred letters were received 
} Nae our one advertisement in The Sunday School 
mes. 


at td age fot, “Philadeloncae 
sain of the the ‘Frankton, Hotel, 

uly $1, 1876. 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of 
the best mediums for advertising many branehes of 
business. I do say — y that I have heard 
from my advertisement A. Fe 4 r oftener than 

w 


from any other paper ve advertised 
this season. 
(From M. 7. “o> Publisher o 5» 
Companion, 29 Siren, rocky 
January 19, 1877. _ 
It is very gratifying 


now and yn 2 a r Penn by 
eae Sed 


gen quences dion inted wi 

ent in Joan columns. 

Aanmaiseenanbaea mead tiisitadiien 

C 20, 1877 .} 

P Ly 3 1 anna hy eg mng < ta 

‘or the yrograph who re: you, ty one 
frous m England. 


We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (14 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 
aad line (as above),30 cents. Reading Matter; per 

ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts Se the abeve 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inse» 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand b; 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


90 Good Sunday School 


329 8. 9 No.2 2 
m our 40 vols. selected from our 
own catalogue. All attrac-lown catalogue. Allattrac- 
tive. 38000 , well print-/tive. 9000 pages, well — 
ed and bound, for $15. led jens = . ore 
May be had d separate from) Mag be 
m Library 


Library No. 2 
ae Send for aX a Catalogue. 


t value. 
ly exclude adver- 
eceive 7 preenioes 
an 


Pinck- 
Union 


these times to find 


the results of my 





Send for a Catalogue. 


Anson D. F. Randolph « Co., 
900 Broadway, Cor. 20th St., New York. 


$500 
Saved 








By buying one of our magnifi- 
cent §750 Pianos for $190. 
$250 ey by paying our beaut!- 
ful $325 Organ for $75. 
Wesend them for examination, 
and pay all freight if not satis 
factory. YOU TAKE NO RISK. 
Circulars free. 
MARCHAL & SMITH, 
Piano and Organ Co., 


47 University Place, N. Y. 


Bourbon Lilies. 


By Lizzie W. Champney, Wayside Series. $1.25. 

In reply to a correspondent who thinks the Literary 
We wid ought te Know everything, the editor says, 

‘Te begin with, we may say that we ‘know’ Bourt« n 
Lilies to be one of the aod novels of the season.’ 


Sent post-paid to any addres 
BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON. 


LOCK WOOD, 

SCAR! ARLET. Grimson, Violet, Telee, Purple, Marcos, 
Color any a 
BROWN. Teamon’s Dyes § otek weak ca 
BLACK. fern: ee Wa 
ranted the best and cheapest Dyes o all family a 
GREEN. fancy dyeing. Almost any asiisle of clothing after 
“having been used until faded or dingy can be made 
BLUE. as good as new by being colored with Leamon’s Dye# 
The expense is trifling. especially recommend = 

RED. Bleek as much ty me —_ leewood bv druggists oF 

any color oS * a Five 
$1.00, Send ter Book wesstifal Sampee, Free. 
WELLS, RICHARDEON & €O., Proprietors, Burlington, Vt 
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* constantly placed in competition at PRINCIPAL 
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MASON & HAMLIN 





PARIS, 1867, 


VIENNA, 1873. 


Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions of Recent Years. 





HE great competition among reed-organ 

makers now, is as to who shall make an 
organ which shall cost the least money. There- 
fore the strife is to make, by cheapest material 
and workmanship, the POOREST POSSIBLE organ ; 
and it is wonderful what progress has been made 
in this direction! The country is flooded with 
circulars and advertisements representing these 
cheaply made organs as worth great prices, but 
offering them, on various specious pretences, at 
fractions of these. 

Into such competition the MASON & HAM- 
LIN ORGAN COMPANY do not enter. From 
the beginning their first endeavor has been to 
make the VERY BEST INSTRUMENTS POSSIBLE. 
They have been rigidly careful in the selection 
and preparation of MOST CHOICE MATERIAL, 
and the employment of the best WORKMEN only, 
in every department. And they have called to 
their assistance the best skill the world could 
afford; having been themselves so fortunate as to 
effect the most important improvements in such 
instruments ever made. 

AND THIS HIGHEST STANDARD THEY RIGIDLY 
MAINTAIN. 

They invented and introduced the instrument, 
substantially in its present form, being an im- 
provement upon the melodeon, in 1861. 

It was Mr. Hamlin, of this Company, who in- 
vented the modern SYSTEM OF VOICING REEDS 
the most important improvement ever made in 
such instruments, now universally practiced, but 
carried to highest perfection only in these organs 

MASON & HAMLIN ORGANS have been 


INDUSTRIAL COMPETITIONS in America to the 
number of hundreds; and in almost every in- 
stance have at such been the SOLE RECIPI- 
ENTS OF HIGHEST HONORS, for demon- 
strated superiority. ’ 

At all WoRLp’s ExuisiTions of recent years, 
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CABINET ORGANS. 


ESPOSICION 
INTERNACIONAL 
DE CHILE 
EN 1875 
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SANTIAGO, (1875. 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876, 
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NWot Lowest Priced, but 


BEST and CHEAPEST. 





viz.: at Paris, 1867; V1ENNA, 1873; Santraco, 1875, and PHILa- 
DELPHIA, 1876, they have taken FIRST MEDALS OR OTHER HIGHEST 
HONORS. 

At the U. S. CENTENNIAL Exutsition, Mason & HAMLIN ORGANS 
were declared by the distinguished jury to EXCEL ALL OTHERS in ALL 
IMPORTANT RESPECTS. ‘‘ Every member of the jury,” writes Mr. Gro. 
F. Bristow, one of their number, “heartily concurred in assigning to 
those of your make, and YOURS ONLY, the FIRST RANK in ALL IMPOR- 
TANT QUALITIES of such instruments.” 

These are the ONLY AMERICAN ORGANS which have ever been found 
worthy of any award at ANY EvropEan Wor.up’s Exposition, and 
they have obtained the FIRST MEDAL at such wherever exhibited. 

So well established is the superiority of the Mason & Hamlin Organs 
that other leading makers now decline to compete with them at Indus- 
trial competitions ; entering their organs “ for exhibition only.” 

It is the Mason & HAMLIN OrGANs which, by their great excellence, 
have given a great reputation to AMERICAN ORGANS, and opened a wide 
market for them in Europe. 

Musicians in, Europe and America recognize the unequaled excellence 
of the Mason & Hamlin Organs, and do not hesitate to declare it. While 
they sometimes give recommendations of osher organs, mentioning some 
good qualities in them, it will be noticed by examination and comparison 
of the circulars of makers containing such recommendations, that the 
Mason & Hamlin are in almost all cases declared best. Dr, Franz Liszt, 
than whom no musician in the world stands higher, recently characterized 
them as “ matchless,” “unrivaled.” Theodore Thomas, than whom no 
musician is more esteemed in America, or has a wider acquaintance with 
best musicians, says the Mason & Hamlin Organs “are the best instru- 
ments of the class made, either in this country or Europe;” that “ they 
excel especially in richer, better qualities of tone,” and that ‘musicians 
generally regard the Mason & Hamlin Organs as unequaled by any others.” 

The testimonials recognizing the superiority of the Mason & Hamlin 
Organs, which are published in their Circulars, were characterized by the 
New York Tribune as “The universal opinion of the musical profession,” 
and by the New York World as “ The judgment of nearly every organist 
and pianist of note.” ss 


MODERN IMPROVEMENTS. 


A This Company are not aware of any real improvement yet effected in 
such instruments, which is not to be found in their organs. In power and 





25 Union Square, New York; or, 250 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


Mason & Hamlin Organ Co., 154 Tremont St., Boston : 


bs 


ees 


smoothness of working stops; variety and attractiveness of solo aes 
exceeding refinement of tone; delicacy of soft stops; volume of louder 
stops; equality in character throughout each stop ; smoothness, ease and 
exactness of action; durability and perfection of workmanship, and 
elegance and finish of cases, the excellence of their organs is compara- 
tively greater to-day than ever before, and must be recognized by every 
competent judge who sufficiently compares and examines, 


WARRANT. 


Every organ made by this Company is fully warranted, and the war- 
rant will be voluntarily made good if there is any occasion. It should 
be remembered that the warrant of a maker who wishes to evade it is of 
little value, because it is practically impossible to enforce it. Hence 
makers of poorest organs boldly warrant them. 


PRICES AND TERMS. 


But while it is commonly conceded that the Mason & Hamlin Organs 
are the best instruments of their class in the world, it is often supposed 
that the prices are much higher than those of inferior organs. This is an 
error. The net prices of these organs are but little higher than those of 
instruments of greatly inferior workmanship and value. Having the 
largest and most completely furnished factory in the world in this line, 
with experience, machinery, snd facilities accumulated and perfected in 
the manufacture of nearly ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ORGANS, 
they are able to produce —— at very much less eost than would be 
possible without such facilities. They are thus able to sell at prices 
which are not greatly more than those of the most inferior work. Differ- 
ence in price is small; difference in value very great. 

These organs are now sold not only for cash, but also for easy pay- 
ments; or are rented uatil rent pays for an organ. An organ of small 
size, but of best quality, may be obtained on payment of $7.20 per quarter 
(three months) for ten quarters. Larger sizes at proportionate rates. 

CASH PRICES.—Smallest size, $54 each. Five Octave Double Reed 
Organs, $100; with nine stops, $108; in very rich case, $114; new style, 
polished Jet and Gold Bronze Finish, $135, ete. 





ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES, with illustrations from photographs, 
and Price Lists sent free. Persons writing for them are invited to send 
names of other parties who might like them, to-whom they will aéso be 
sent free. 





cox AND SONS, LONDON, | Hy=4Ltay, graceful, 


13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 
AR Branch Depot, 12 West St., Boston. 
T WORK IN WOGD, STONE, METAL, TILES 
AND STAINED GLASS 


set and Skirt Supporter. 





fitting. You will find the * QUI 


health. Sent by mail for $1.50 from 


J.D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 






comfortable, and perfect 
EEN BE-8” Core 
Wear no other, if you value 





VACCINES EWS 





_Christmas Decorations for Church and Domestic 


HOME ENTERTAINMENTS 
for SuNoAY St Hod Er OSKe REDUCED PRICES 
OUTS Qa --C.T.M 


AN 














88, now on exhibition. F<=FANCY CARDS, with name, 10c.; 50°for 15e. AD Eon NS 2B CALERA ST . 
ry Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware, | rng a iain orGold. Try us, W. EK. Hull & Co., Hud DEPe TSK CATALEENE nacht: Pa 
ist of Catalogues on application. iS awl — 





25 SEW YEAR CARDS, with name, 2c. 25 Extra PA and Telegraphy. 
ixed, 10c. Geo. I. Reed & Co., Nassau, N.Y. 


Tuition after securing situation. Bookkeeping 
Send stamp for particulars. GIR S eu Ww R nell Ne. oly =A ’ 
. W. Russell, Newton, . 


Business and Telegraph College, Sandusky, O. 

















~ 
Best Mixed Cards, with mame, im case. 13c., er 25 Extra Mixed Cards, name”in’' Crimson, Gold & MIXED CARDS, with name, l0c. Agents 
o0m% alike, 10c. Outéit 10 ¢. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 50 Jet, on all, 10c. CLINTS BROS., Clintonville, Ct. 4 outfit, l0ets. L. JONES & CO., Nessau, > ; 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 
is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in 


| its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 


members of five denominations. The present circula- 
tion of The Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. It is used byschools of all denomina- 
tions in every state ofthe Union. The number for the 


| second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
| will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
| alone will be worth the price of the beek. Will you 
| not try The Quarterly in yourclass for a single quar- 


ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY, Many Superinten- 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen- 
sive for them have found no difficulty in raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 25 cents a year, or $25 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost or 
postage to subscribers. Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 


months, seven centseach. Tosupply your class would 
| cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 
| 35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, §2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 


sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe! at the office of 
The Sunday School Times. Address, John D. Wattles, 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 





Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.80, 
4.15, 5.30 P, M., and 12 midnight. : 


LONG BRANOH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30,A. M., and 4,15 


Parlor Cars on 7.80, 9.80 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 782 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baaasge 
collected and checked te destination by Mann's 
Express. 


FRANCOIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 





Sunday-School Music Books 


At less than cost. Owing to the La 
Increase of our Organ and Piano Trade, 
we have decided to give up publishin 
Sunday-scheol Music Books, and wi 
sell our entire Stock, at the following 
prices : Songs of Grace and Glory, paper 
covers, l2e., Boards, l5cts. Echoes from 
Zion—Boards, 12 cents. Sabbath-school 
Bell, Diadem, Heavenly Echoes, Chris- 
tian Melodist, and Choral Harp—Paper, 
6 ets., boards, 10 ct+«. Revival Hymn 
and Tune Book, paper, 4 ets., boards, 6 
ell, paper, 12 cts., 
boards, I5c., postage, paper, 2c., boards, 
4c. Sheet Musie at half price. Pianos 
and Organs. New, and Second Hand. ef 
First-class Makers, at great bargainsifor 
Cash, or Installments. Illustrated cata- 
logues mailed. A liberal discount to 
Teachers, Ministers, Churches, ete, Horace 
Waters & Sons, 40 East 14th St., N. Y. 





ILLUSTRATIONS 


Iateratingl Lassous of 1878 


Second Quarter 
now ready only 





ist 6 mos. in cloth. 50 cts. 
2d quarter in paper, 25 cts. 
Address FAIRBANKS & CO., Publishers, 
46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 





THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave. N. ¥,” 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


ee ee | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMER. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « » $2.15 each. | 
“« 6t028 * ees 4190 “* 
80 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 

(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now 2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subseribe anew. Such addi- 
tional] subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as Lats g yr J ordered. Thenew subscribers 
be! ss pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tae Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 








SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper Is designed to supply superintendents 
with helpe, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 

ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ts price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pecbore or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
e d for Tur Sunpay Scuoor Times, as given on the 

ellow address label on Tne Tues, 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 

100 Copies, one month, = =s § .60 

100 » one year, = = = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


__ THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 

100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 “ one year, = = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
avy of these publications, can make garment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 
The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year,  . 1s. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 





LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE.' 

fouthern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Iso 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 
ings, etc., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 

g8- 





Please send for estimates. 
KE. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New Yorn. 


EATTY 


ORGANS Superb #340 Organs, only $95. 
ad i Pianos, Retail Price by other manu- 
actures S9OO, on'y 8260. Beautiful $650 

anos, 8175—bren new, warranted LS days’ test 
trial. Other bargains, want them introduced 


Agents wanted. Paper free. PIANOS 


DANIEL F. BEATTY, 
SACRAMENTAL SABRBATHS. 








Address 
ashington, N. J- 





We will send 

free to all ap- 

= plicants who 

do any newspaper a:lvertising, the THIRD EDITION of 
AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 16) 8vo.pp. More complete 


than any which have preceded it. Gives the names. 











cireulation, and advertising rates of severn] thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser j 
than exn be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. 4> 5 SON 


. c b 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


IF COSTS YOU NOTHING 


our Organs, for we send them on ten owe 


Mant, coll pay frefght both ways if returned. p | 
right, solid walnut 23-5 of Reeds, 12 Stops. | 


PRICE, $67.00. | 
Factory of | 


e Al on hand at the Steam 


ER, BOWLBY & C0., 





DOUBLE RUNNERS, 


WINNER’S NEW PRIMER for the 


PARLOR ORGAN. 


The excellence and popularity of Winners Primers 
are acknowledged by every one. This newone for the 
Parlor Organ is clear and brief in its explanations, and 
a@ very great help to young beginners. tains a 
number o pular melodies arranged in an easy 
manner. , 75 cents. 


Millard’s Vocal Text Book 


Is a standard work on vocal culture, designed for 


| both teachers and pupils; its contents embrace exer- 


cises in every department of voice study, and is highly 


| recommended by such well-known skillful teachers as 


Sigs. Errani, Agramonte, Ronconi, Mme. Gazzaniga, 
and others. Price, $3.75. 


SINGER’S PROGRESS. 
BY L. ALBITES. 

A collection of easy and useful exercises for all 
voices, with accompaniment, They are melodious 
and pleasing in character, and cannot fail to advance 
the student rapidly. The author is well known as one 
of the best and most successful teac 
and SINGER’S PROGRESS has been used very widely 
by the best vocal instructors. Price, $1.00. 


ART OF SINGING. 
BY F. SIEBER. 
A treatise of every branch of the vocal art. 


This 
work has been for some 


ears the standard text-book 
and authority in marere n all matters relating to the 
HYGIENE and FO ATION of the voice, and musi- 


cal execution: its ny with the best teachers is | 
n 


extemding daily, a every vocalist should possess a 
copy. Price, in cloth, $1.50. 


WM. A. POND @& C@., 547 Broadway, and 
39 Union Square, N. Y. 


MARK TWALN’S 
PATENT 


SELE-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


‘ 


ipo : The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive 
your scraps. 








Child’s Book 

Newspa $4.50, 

Pictorial Sera) 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 
& Prescription ik, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and 20c. 

Any of the ve books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 

ee receipt of price, Send for a deseriptive 
circular. 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & 00O., 


Bianx Boox Manvracrunmns, 
119 and 121 William Street.New York. 


INTERNATIONAL 8, 8. 


WALL MAP, & 


Old Testament Palestine. 
Largest, Cheapest, and Best. 
NOTE THE SIZE, 40 X 60 INCHES. 
Designed to illustrate the International S.S. Lessons. 
Carefully prepared. Sango tee. Table of distances, 


Length of rivers. Shows lowing by distinguish- 
aces positively known; all places lo- 


1 style, 40 cents each, 
r Clippings, 14 styles, 65c, to 





ing marks: all 


1 
cation of which is probable; Levitical, priestly, and | 


re cities. Where doubt exists as to Exact local- 
4 it is so designated. Admitted to be the Largest, 
Cc anne and Best Map published for the money. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
No. 1. Plain black, on cream tinted paper......... #1 
2. On cream tinted paper, countries colored... 1 50 
3. On fine white muslin, countries colored.... 2 
4. On white paper, mounted on rollers, var- 
nished, countries eolored............... 3 00 
5. Same as No. 4, with patent spring rollers... 4 50 


Don’t fail to order the International 
Sunday School Map, B 


M. A. COUDY, Publisher, 





PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
For ustrated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 F heewn has been preaching and 
Caveloping the plan of Illustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 states of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, etc., sent for 
l0cents. Photographs o Paintings also sent. Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, wo the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N, 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors :’ 

Tilustrated Stationery for Religious Correspondence, 
and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, etc,, to send to children, filled with children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—com —y mee Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture Text s—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Oards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymna) 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H,. BUF- 
FORD'S SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine 

Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 








The 
famous 
RUSSIAN 
MODEL, 
having 
tent 
Safety Steering Apparatus. Comfort and 
Security Assured. Will fit any sied. Tllus- 
teated diagram, full designs, etc., sent any ad- 
dress for 25c. By our model and directions you can 
make a rfeet double sied at a cost of less 
than $1, Address BAY MODEL CO., No. 118 


Fuiton Street, Boston, Maas. 





Case's Bible Atlas 


& and Bray F Be 
Rah pein ia 
Pies cee a. 


of price. 
Chan? Go. Harthoed, Cons. 


shers in New York; | 


2938 Thomas St., St. Lous, Mo. | 


Brainard’s Musical World 


FOR FEBRUARY, 1878. 


$1.60 per annum. 15 cents per number. 
The leading musical monthly. Each number con- 
tains 36 pages of beautiful new music and choice read- 
ing matter, edited by Karl Merz. The February num- 
ber contains 
NANCY LEE.—The popular song of theday. ByS. 
Adams. Sells for 40 cents. 

ECHOES.—Beautiful waltz song. By Collin Coe. Sells 
for 30 cents. 

GWENDOLINE.—A choice composition for piano- 
forte. Sells for 30 cents. 

HARP SOUNDS.—An elegant fantasia for piano by 
A. Jungmann. Sells for 50 cents. 

S81. PAUL WALTZ.—Arranged as duet for four hands. 

Sells for 30 cents. 

But all this choice music is included in the MusicaL 
WORLD for February which sells for only 15 cents. 
Sold by most newsdealers, or mailed on receipt of 
price by the publishers. 

For $1.50 we will send the Musicat WorLD one 
year, containing over $20 worth of new music. 

The February Number contains an illustrated sup- 
Flement, giving the history, full description and a fine 

lustration of the grand new Cincinnati Music Hall, 
in addition to the usual large amount of musical read- 
ing matter. Now is the time to subscribe. Agents 
wanted. 

aa” The trade supplied by the American News Co., 
New York, or Branch House, Williams & Manss, Cin- 
cinnati, O. 

aay Catalogues of sheet music and music books sent 


8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Pub’s, Cleveland, 0. 








Matchless— Unrivaled —Franz Liszt. 


\| World's Exhibitions 
Of Recent Years; 


Paris, 1867; Vienna, 1873; Santiago, 1875; 
Philadelphia, 1876 ; 


Have Awarded their 


HIGHEST HONORS TO THE 


MASON & HAMLIN 


CABINET ORGANS 


For Demonstrated Superiority. 


New Sty es at reduced prices, from upwards. 
Cash Prices; Five Octave, uble , $100; Nine 
Stops, $108; in E! nt Upright Case, New Style, $126; 

et and Gold 


in ronze, $135. Sold 

ments, or rented until rent pays. A small Organ of 

best quality may be obtained by payment of #7.20 per 
wy for — quarters. Lilustrated Catalogues and 
rice 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN OO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 26 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


THE 


CRUCIA 
TEST. 


| 

| s 

| Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., 

| Dear Sirs:—The specimen copies of 
| 

' 

| 


also for install- 








THE SCHOLAR’s WEEKLY were duly re- 
ceived. We have decided to use them for 
the coming year. 

You may like to know what influenced our 
choice in this case. I therefore write to say, 
that we have had a good deal of trouble in 
one way and another with lesson papers. 

We have found that with us, at least, the 
vital point is the questions on the lesson. 
Some papers have good notes and poor 
questions, and some have good questions 
and poor notes. 

But after all, for our scholars, having, 
most of them, no helps at home, the ques- 
tions more than the notes are 


THE CRUCIAL TEST. 


Being obliged to rely on themselves, the 
scholars will not get the lessons when the 
questions are puzzling or obscure. 

Your — are simple, plain, pre- 
cise, and not too abundant. he paper 
is not covered with confusion. The 
notes, also, are good. ‘The teachers all 
seem pleased with the papers, and I think 
we shall secure better results than before. 

Very truly, 

Jan. 29, 1878. (ReEv.) L. D. M. 

Try it in Your School for One Month, 
Sample Copy sent FREE on application. 





TeRmMs:—Single copy, 9 cents per year; 100 copies, 
$9 per year; 100 copies for one month, 75 cents. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB CO., Chicago. 

© 





DR. WAKNER’S : 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, nequaled for beauty, 
and comfort. Approved by all 
phyesiciane. For sale by leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
S In Sateen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


WARNER BROS., $61 Broadway, N.Y. 











nS 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


tn Cloth, Blue and Gold, 40 cents copy. Address 
M. #., Box 58, Kinderhook, New York. 

















WORTH REPEATING. 


AT THE CROSS. 
(Mrs. Elizabeth Oakes Smith, in The Index. } 


Before thy cross, dear Lord, I fall; 
Out of the depths to thee I call, 
O Friend and Helper, one and all. 


Oh, dearest Lord, thy tender eye 
Rebukes, yet pities my lone cry, 
When staggering ’neath my cross I lio. 


Poor human heart, with human needs, 
How many are its broken reeds, 
Grasped till the hand in torture bleeds! 


How many gourds have felt the blight! 
How many stars have lost their light! 
How many suns gone down in night! 


All, all are gone like barks at sea, 
Lost in the dread immensity ; 
And now I stand alone with thee 


All prostrate at thy cross I kneel, 
For thou canst all our sorrows feel, 
And thy dear hand our wounds can heal. 


No more I mark the dreary road 
My bleeding feet so long have trod, — 
Content to be alone with God. 


RELIGION WITHOUT 
MORALITY. 


{From a sermon by the late Thomas Guthrie, D. D.} 


Last century faith was out of fashion, 
unless at a communion season. The pecu- 
liar doctrines of the gospel were in many 
places, and in most indeed, seldom pre- 
sented before the people. “Christ and 
him crucified” were thrust into a corner, 
and unless in some old monldering stone 
that the hammer of John Knox and the 
Reformers had missed, the cross was 
removed from the Church altogether. Such 
was the state of matters then and there. 
Virtue and vice,—the beauties of virtue 
and the ugliness of vice, these were the 
favorite topics of the ministers; and the 
people had go little taste that they did not 
fall in love with virtue, and even some of 
those that were accustomed to paint her in 
the pulpit, had very little regard for her 
themselves. And strange to say, the more 
the people had virtue preached to them, 
the less they practised it. Such was the 
state of matters last century. They drank 
deep, they swore profanely, they talked 
obscenely, they lived lives of loosest moral- 
ity,.they never heard so much about good 
works from the pulpit, and they never did 
so few in their daily practice. Now that 
looks strange. Not strange at all. Cowper 
has explained the whole in that well-known 
line of his— 


Thou bleeding Lamb, 
The best morality is love of thee. 


And Jesus shut out of the pulpit, the cross 
taken from the preacher, the love of Jesus 
never heard or carried to people’s hearts, 
there was nothing to produce good works; 
there was no pith in preaching, there was 
no straw to make bricks with, there was no 
seed to yield up # harvest, there was, so to 
speak, no backbone to support the soft 
parts and keep the form erect. 


It was not strange that, when there was 
so much made of good works in the pulpit, 
there should have been so few of them 
practised in the daily life of the people. 
Morality without religion—we tried that 
in Scotland, and the result was the same as 
what they tried in France, when they tried 
a nation without a God. Both were 
dreams; morality without religion is a 
dream, and as wild a dream religion with- 
out morality. Some danger to us, of the 
pendulum swinging over:to the other side, 
and trying that that is as wild a dream,— 
a faith that lies in the cold assent of the 
head to truths that never touch the heart. 
Mere knowledge, sound creed, orthodox 
belief, a drv and withered skeleton you call 
religion, No, brethren, that is not the 
religion that will stand the last day—that 
is not the religion that will stand a death- 
bed—that is not the religion that will 
stand the day, that will try the tree by its 
fruits, and that by Jesus’ lips will pro- 
nounce perdition on the man that 1s 4 
worker of iniquity. It is not that religion 
that we want. I want a religion that walks 
in the ten commandments, I want a reli- 
gion that says, “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sit- 
teth in the seat of the scornful.” The reli- 
gion we want is one that does not wear & 
Sunday dress and walk on stilts, but comes 
down to every-day life; that is friendly, 
not selfish; that is courteous, not boorish ; 
that is generous, not niggardly; that 
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regards justice more than money ; justice 
for the slave more than money for the slave- 
owner ; that fears God, and fears no man in 
a ri ht cause; or, a8 one has said, whose | 
words I think I can quote, “A religion 





that keeps husbands from being spiteful, 
and wives from being fretful, and makes 
mothers patient and children pleasant ; 
that while it bears heavily on the exceeding | 
sinfulness of sin, bears as heavily on the | 
exceeding rascality of lying and stealin 
that banishes small measures from the 
counter, sand from ithe sugar, and water | 
from the milk can.” That is religion— | 
that is the religion of the Bible that descends | 
from lofty speculation down into common 
life, and makes religion an every-day con- 
cern. The religion that we want is the reli- 
gion that has Christ for its root, and good 
works in everything for its fruita, 





| 


THE BIBLE AS LOGIC. 


[From The Canada Presbyterian. ] 


One of the secondary benefits resulting 
from Bible study is that it promotes intel- 
lectual strength. Close Bible students 
seldom fail of becoming deep and vigorous 
thinkers. One reason why this is 80, is 
that the Scriptures divest | men’s thoughts 
to things that are vast and solemn and 
momentous ; and such things, if often pre- 
sented and often pondered, tend to enlarge 
the mind’s capacity and strength. And 
there are parts of the Bible which demand 
close ap Beation i in order to comprehend 
their fall m meaning, and the reader’s mind is 
invigorated by the exercise it has to sub- 
mit to, There are argumentative processes 
in some of Paul’s Epistles which no reader 
can master without study and labor; and 
some other portions of Scripture must be 
read with close attention to be fully under- 
stood. Readers who are averse to mental 
exertion may deem this a fault, but it 
should be regarded as an excellence. Large 
parts of the Bible are easy of comprehen- 
sion, and the way of salvation is made so 
plain that a child need not mistake it ; and 
yet, as a whole, the Bible is a book that 
demands application and carefulstudy. Is 
this a blemish? Let those answer who, 
on searching the Scriptures with frequency 
and care, have wondered, perhaps, at finding 
what strong thinkers they were fast becom- 
in A well-studied Bible will, it is 
be ieved, as effectually sharpen the intel- 
lect as Evuclid’s Elements or Butler's 
Analogy. 












BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES 


WA PANe Leena 
RCULARS Free.  OuTFITS 


Nanennerty a ~ 
MAGIC MUSICAL CABINET. { THEO. J. VMEBACH, 
Everyone a Musician. 809 *ilbert St., Philad’a, Pa 


MAGIC MUSICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Musical Invention 
of the Age! 


IS NEW AND WONDERFUL INSTRUMENT, 
canna any one to play any desired mel . Sacred or 
secular, child can Fnanipa ate, execution faultless, 
strict in melody, bermony: etc, suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, 
wherever good music 
descriptive circular. 





me use, etc. In fact, 
‘required. Please send for 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, . . Assets, $1,655,717.20 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 

WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 

JOHN L, THOMSON, Ass't Secretary. 


SUNTL MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful qomone. and all 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLE Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents w wanted. _Send i for circular. 


1877. 











HE “LIGHTNING PLAITER” makes Knife 

Box, Rose Point and Oak Leaf Plaiting perfectly 
and rapidly. Saving time and material. So simple a 
child can eperete it and think it play. Also the “Com- 
plete Ready Plaiter.” Easily attached to sewing ma- 
chines, Either sent by mail fer $1.00 from 


- DB. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Hex BURG EDGING and flouncing from 3c, to 75c. 

fa er yd. (samples sent om receipt of stamp). Magic 

rue oF linen edi fe, 6 yds. to ps. for 2c. Ruffling for 
wide 

collars for abe mn 5c. per yard; two new style linen 


Ss. D. CARLISLE, Pittaburgh, Pa. 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 


In Cloth, Blue and Gold, 40 cents co Address 
M. E., Box 58, Kinderhook, New ton. ” 


J, ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCOERSS. 
+ Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


allustrated Catalogue sent free. 




















THE INDEPENDENT 


In its 8SOth Year. 











Well and Favorably Known the World 
over as the BEST Religious Week- 
ly Newspaper. It retains all 
its Most Desirable Features 
and adds Nev New Ones. 


COOK'S LECTURES." 


“These famous Lectures, delivered in Boston every 
Monday. by the Rev. Joseph Cook, are published in 
, together with the introductory remarks. 


PREMIUMS! 


We offer the Rev. Joseph Cook's valuable new vol- 
umes, — “ BIOLOGY” and “.TRANSCEN DEN- 
TALIS embodying, in a revised and co 
form, tee author’s to winter's remarkable Monday 
Lectures. They are published in handsome re ‘7 
with colored illustrations, by James R. Osgood 
of Boston. We will mail a copy of either oh 
paid, to every subscriber to THE ther volte, post NT 
who — us $8 fora year in advance; or any sub- 
scriber may remit $5.50, and we will send him THE 
INDEPEN DENT for two years, in advance, and both 
volumes, post-paid. 








WORCESTER’S UNABRIDGED 


Pictorial Quart Dictionary, 


Bound in Sheep, 1854 pages, over 1,000 Illustra- 
tions, Issue of 1878. 


RETAIL PRICE, $10.00. 


We have made a special contract with the pub- 
lishing house of J. B. ere & Co., of Philadelphia, 
by which we are enabled to offer the most desirable 
pe ever given by any newspaper in the count 

ewill send this dictiosary to any person who ll 
send us the names of Three New Subscribers and Nine 
Dollars; or who will, on renewing his own su p- 
tion, in advance, send us Two New Names additional 
and 'p. 00; or who will revew his own subscription for 
three years in advance, and bey us $9.00; or for a new 
subscriber for three years and $9.00 

The Dictionary will be delivered at our office, or in 

Yutiodetpita, free. or be sent by express or otherwise, 
as may eee, from Philadeiphia, at the expense 
of the subscribe 

The subscriber, under this offer, will not be entitled 
to any other Premium. 





Subscription Price, $3 per annum in Advance. 


=z imen copies (giving full description of other 
very valuable Premiums) sent free, 
Address, THE INDEPENDENT, 


P. 0. Box 2787. New York City. 
aa@ Cut out this advertisement, as it will not appear 
ain. 





aie Pleasure, Men, Boys. 





CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESS Seif- 


Inking, from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $250 Press. Presses 
from $3 60. Stamp for catalo a 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federa 

Soston, Masa. Established 1847, 





ENT FREE onapplication—BRIGGS & BRO,’S 
Flower and Vegetable Catalogue. Our large 
crops enable us to SELL SEEDS LOW. 

ROCHESTER, N., Y., or CHICAGO, ILLS. 








AGENTS WANTED. 





EN WANTED-~—to sell the PATENT GRID- 


DLECAKE TURNER, and other articles that 
every family needs and will Jany —_— 10 cents. 
Two wanereg ber cent. profit to Ne 

. WEEKS, Box 507, Rochester, N. Y. 





THE CURSE OF RUM. 


The Life and Work of Dr. Reynolds ont, Francis 
og over 800 pages. Price, $2.00. GENTS 


H. 8. GOODSPEED &CO., New York, or Cincinnati, O. 


5000 





AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the 
= or sass Lord’s Prayer,” TEN OTHER 
', Books and Useful Novelties. 
~, ae a SINGLE HUMBUG. 
Agents are making from $2 to $15 per day. Ministers 
k and Picture nts, and a ioe ot  * alae 


send for circulars and terms, and be convin 








Address roe T. BUCK. 
Milton, Nortnumberland Co., Pa. 
az BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~y 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “Wrote Another Book” and it is 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territory. Circulars, etc., at once. Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO , Hartford. Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, if } Newark, N. J. 


WORK FOR ALL 


1 tne Me Peery poh mar a io Pinestee 

r, (enlarg eekly and Mon’ ——— 
est Paper * the ‘World, with Viemme 
Chromos Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Pheat Address P. O. CHKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 











CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a x exceeding that 
O, address, either 


Y & CO. 





of all others. No agencies, 
Troy or West Troy, N. y. 





BUCKEVE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Jin, mounted 
with the best Rotary mers > 3 for meaty 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fi 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Pully Warranted, 
Illustrated gy 8 1e sent Free. 
Vanpuzen & Tier, 102 E. %d St., Cincinnati. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
z= illustrated Catalogues sent free. 








SCROLL Saws Fleetwood, Dexter, 
1 Lester, Centennial, 
etc, at Factory Prices. Wood & Designs. 


O DAT HES wat 




















t 

[HSS TOOLS & RARDWARE 5 

i = eve teurs, Ma- 
hiniats, Carpenters, and every Department of Me- 

ich anical Trade. Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind of Tools or Machines you require. 


TALLMAN & McPADDBN, 607 Market St, Philad’a. 









ai 


ORGANS UKE THE ABOVE 


| In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front piyes 


| allspeaking and richly decorated, can be furnish 

| BF us for $750. It is one of our new eries of 
urch Organs for village churches, om 

eight sizes, costing from $400 to :, 


| These Organs surpass anything vi equal cost tn 





Power and Beauty of Tone, Hlegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action. 


a@- DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 
No. 15. Two Manuals, 32 Stops. 

No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 

No. 81. Two M ls, 15 Stops. 

No. 88. Three M ls, 46 Stops. 

No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops. 

No. 91. Two Manuals, 1€ Stops. 

No. 92. 
No. 95. 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 




















Sesesteie: 








NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


City o. Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


Cityof New # ork, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 


Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 p, mu, 

Commenting with Ex _—— Trains at New London 
via New York and New England Railroad for 
Blackstone and Boston and via Worcester for 
Fitchburg, Ayer Junction, Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, etc. 

Express Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4 a. M. 

PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4 a.m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m. 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
5a. m., for all stations on New London Northern 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, an 
New York and New England Railroads. 

FREIGHT. The new and cogncioms freight and 

assenger (iron) steamer Clty of Lawrence will run 
fn connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
steamer City of Norwich, in connection with 

steamer City of New York, "leaving daily, Sundays 
excepted. 

#@ Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 








| For further information inquire ot 
W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. Y. 





SPLEND 


FLOW ERS! 


All Strong Plants, each labeled and (eoeees sately 
by mail. Largest assortment. Low prices. 
V/e have been in business 24 years, and guarantee 
satisfaction. Our stock of 
comprises all desirable varie- 
ties, and contains none but mature plants. esend 
purchaser's choice of @ for $1, or 13 for SZ, Our 
new Jllustrated Hand- Book, sent free, contsins name 
and description of each plant, with instructions how 
to cultivate successfully. Hoopes, Bro. & THomas, 
Pas.” 
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Thirty-third Annnal Report 


OF THE 


New-York Lifo Insurance Co. 


Office, Nos. 346 and 348 Broadway. 


JANUARY 1, 1878. 


Amount of net cash assets Janu- 


ary 1, 1877 $32,730,898.20 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


Premiums received 
and deferred 
Less deferred pre- 
miums Jan, 1, '77, 
Interest recelved 
and accrued 
Less accrued Jan. 
1, IST ccvescccccce . 


$6,282,394.70 
432,695.40 $5,799,699.30 
2,168,015.85 


300,558.68 1,867,457.17 §$7,667,156.47 


FOR SALE BY 


See. Cee Le, 


52 BROMFIELD STREET, BOSTON. 





MOODY’S SERMONS, 


Comprising the Sermons and Addresses, Prayer Meeting Talks, and Bible Readings of the Great Revival 
Meetings conducted by Moody and Sankey im the cities of Philadeiphia, New York, Chi 0,and Boston, 
with much valuable additional matter. 1 volume, 782 pages. Paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50; cloth, gilt, $3.00; 


sheep, $3.25. 
MOODY’S ANECDOTES. 








£00 Anecdetes and Illustrations. 
MOODY’S CHILD STORIES. 


Related by him in his revival work. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1.00. 





arene 

Related by him in his revival work in Europe and Vmerica. 
cloth, $1.00, 
MOODY’S TALKS ON TEMPERANCE. 
LE IO OS OS 

With anecdotes and incidents in connection with the Tabernacle Temperance Work in Boston. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, $1.00. 
MOODY'S ADDRESSES, 
MOODY'S HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE. 

EA 

MOODY'S SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


MOODY & WHITTLE’S HINTS ON INQUIRY MEETINGS. 


Full-page illustrations. Paper, 50 cents; 





Revised by himself. Paper covers, 30 cents; cloth, 60 cents 
(Revised.) 





Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 25 cents. 





Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 25 cents, 





Paper, 15 cemts; cloth, 25 ceats. 





THE WAY AND THE WORD. Paper, 25 cents. 





$10,398,054.67 


DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Losses by death including ad- 
ditions $1 638,128.39 

Endowments matured and dis- 
count 185,169.12 

Life annuities and reinsurances, 194,318.86 

Dividends and returned pre- 
miums on cancelled policies.. .2,421,847.36 

Commissions, brokerages, 

ency expenses, and phy- 
sicians’ fees. 

Taxes, office and law expenses, 
salaries, advertising. printing, 
RBvecsesccccarcccesccccoscccecce 

Reduction of pre- 
miums on United 
States stocks....... $211,112.72 

Reduction on other 
stocks. 12,030.00 

Contingent fund to 
cover any depreci- 
ation in value of 
real estate 


531,526.08 


501,025.90 


250,000.00 473,142.72  $5,945,149.38 


$34,452,905.29 





ASSETS. 


Cash in bank, on hand and in 
transit; since receiv 
Invested in United 
New York City, and other 
stocks (market value §13,- 


3 

Real estate 

Bonds and mortgages, first 
lien on real estate, (buildings 
thereon insured for $13.580,- 
000, and the policies assigned 
to the company as additional 
collateral security) 

*Loans on existing policies 
(the reserve held by the 
company on these policies 
amounts to $3,445,195) 
*Quarterly and semi-annual 
premiums on existing poli- 
cles, due subsequent to Jan. 


$1,216,301.61 


12.875,584.69 
3,350,268 07 


15,379, 202.23 
695,234.74 


1, 187 396,289.26 
*Premiums on existing poli- 
cies In course of transmission 
and collection (estimated re- 
serve on these policies, $674,- 
000; included in liabilities)... 
Agents’ balances............... 
Accrued interest on invest- 
ments to Jan, 1 1878 


167,183.37 
56,945.97 


315,895.35 

——— $51,452,905.29 

*A detailed schedule of these 

items will accompany the 

usual annual report filed with 

the Insurance nent of 

the state of New York. 

Excess of market value of se- 
curities over cost........-.--. 504,345 64 

CASH ASSETS, Jan. 1, 1878.......834,957,250.93 
Appropriated as follows: 

Adjusted $ losses, due subse- 
quent to Jan, 1, 1878 

Reporte s 
proof, 

Reserved for reinsurance on 
existing policies;  partici- 
pating insurance at 4 per 
cent, Carlisle, net premium; 
non-participating at 5 per 
cent, Carlisie, net premium, 

Reserved for contingent lia- 
bilities to Tontine Dividend 
Fund, over and above a 4 
per cent reserve on existing 
policies of that class 

Reserved for premiums paid 
in advance 


348,069.48 


awa iting 
112,897.84 


31,022, 405.99 


792,302.22 


17 430.91 32,298,106.44 





Divisible surplus at 4 per cent $2.664,144.49 
Surplus, estimated by the New York 

state standard at 4); per centover. &%6,000,000 

From the undivided surplus of $2,664,144.49 the Board 
of Trustees has declared a reversionary dividend avail- 
able on settlement of next annual premium to par- 
ticipating policies proportionate to their contribution 
to surplus. 


During the year 6,597 policies have been issued, in- 
suring $20,156,639, 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1876_...44,661 
Number of policies in force Jan, 1, 1877....45,421 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1878. ...45,605 


Amount at risk Jan. 1, 1876 $126,122,119 
Amount at risk Jan, 1, 187 127,748,473 
Amount at risk Jan."], 1878.................... 127,901,887 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent. Jan 1, 1876, $2,499,656 

Divisible surpius at 4 per cent. Jan. 1, 1877, 32.626,816 

Divisible surplus at 4 per cent, Jan. 1, 1: fem 

TRUSTEES. 

MORRIS FRANKLIN, WM. H. APPLETON, 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, EDWARD MARTIN, 
CHAS. WRIGHT, M. D., ISAAC C. KENDAEL, 
J. F. SEYMOUR, WILLIAM H. BEERS, 
JOHN MATIRs, H. B. CLAFLIN, 
DAVLD DOWS, LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
HENRY BOWERS, GEORGE A, OSGOOD, 
WILLIAM BARTON, JOHN M. FURMAN, 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, EDW.A.WHITTEMORE. 


a] 
MORRIS FRANKLIN, prosiacnt 
WILLIAM H. BEERS, VieePyesicent 
THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 
D. O. DELL, Superintendent of Ageicies. 


CHARLES WRIGHT, M. D., Medical 
HENRY TUCK, M. D., Examiners, N.Y. City. 


+5, 


and 


i thousand copies of this book have been distributed under Mr. Moody’s direction to young converts 
and inquirers 





EBEN. SHUTEH, 


DEALER IN 


BIBLES, EVANGELICAL LITERATURE, AND OTHER SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES, 


s2 Br la Street, Boston. 


USE A BINDER. 


— eo 





Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Times in good condition, and have them at 
hand for reference, should use a binder. We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 
expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the filecomplete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Phila. 











Sunday-School Temperance Work. 


The WOMAN'S NATIONAL CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION atits fourth annual convention. held 


in Chicago, October 24-27, 1877, voted to adopt the quarterly Sunday as “ temperance day;” to appoint 
State Superintendents of Sunday-school temperance work; to adopt the Concert ercise prepared by Miss 
Lucia Kimball for the schools of Chicago, 


“THE HEBREW CAPTIVE,” 


Price, 50 cents per hundred, and to ask her to prepare three other lessons to supply the quarterly Sundays 
of 1878. 

Nearly 10,000 copies of this exercise have been sold in Chicago and vicinity. Schools wishing to use a 
temperance exereise will be pleased with it. Send 3cent stamp for specimen copies. Address 


FAIRBANKS & CO., Publishers, 46 Madison Street, Chicago, Il. 


School Music Books! 


minecoe a im Schoo cot "7 Standard 
useful, and favorite book. 7 
School Song Book. 
a peeeee. — Pe Socen. Fine book for Girls’ High 
W. 8. Tilden. Cros Cr... Songs for 
Female Colleges, Seminaries, etc, 
w Shee eo need Ohetr, 
pana Ao ell | a on xcellent collection for 
American School Music 


In 3 Book Readers. 
n } oks, eac cents, 50 cents and 50 5 
Carefully prepared for Graded Schools. 7 








F f S 
ountain of song, 
By Rev. Rob’t Lowry and W. Howard Doane. 
A new and superior collection of Sacred Songs, thor- 
oughly winnowed, carefully arranged, and 
happily adapted to the wants of 
TEMPERARCE 
GOSPEL 
PRAYER 
HOME ‘ 
x T T; 
FOUNTAIN OF SONG 
29 Com rs 
en 1 oe Writers,” 
128 Pages, 
172 Hymns and Songs. 

Numerous letters have been received from promi- 
nent eet =e and women See have net 
advance copies of FOUNTAIN OF SONG. e se e The foll , 
following as fair specimens of intelligent and disin- guntad Genes | OE ire Suvortte general collections of 
terested criticism: , 
SONG ECHO erwceeencccccces H. S. Perkins. 
he best.” MOCKING BIRD.... W. O. Perkins. 


“Am thankful for its publication.” MUSIC TEACHER ..C. Everest. 
“The best of anything I have seen.” OUR FAVORITE -H. P. Danks. 


* Best book I have seen for our work.” -_— 

“ Admirably adapted to meet the want.” MUSIC CHARTS. By Dr. Lowell Mason. - 

“ Meets my ideas of a Temperance Book.” ge Charts, containing 120 Blackboard Lessons, 

“Comes just when such a book is needed.” mae ~~ = = > much were, easily ont, 

“N i t ‘rept into it.” . shing a complete course 
Not one objectionable sentiment has crept in ractice. Gens by lnpeess’ te — a Ag > of 


“ WIIl be a most acceptable and popular little book.” . 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


“Just the book needed in our Gospel Temperance 
Meetings.” 
C. H. DITSON 4 CO. J. R DITSON 4 CO. 


843 Broadway, 922 Chertnut Street, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


SOMETHING NEW AND GOOD. 


A beautiful folded card for the pocket, containing 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, 
THE LORD'S PRAYER, and 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 

Tn these days of darkness and faltering, every person, 
and especially er Sunday-school scholar, should 
have this oo” and learn to commit to memory. 

per 


“T cordially commend It.” 


Price, in Board Covers. $26 per 100 Copies; 30 Cents 
each by Mail. 


May be ordered of Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 
All his ut- 


W u AT J ESUS SAY S. terances, 


collated by topics, full index, large 12mo, 400 pages, 
mailed, prepaid, oo Circular. Address 
REV. FRAN RUSSELL. Kalamazoo, Mich. 














00. 
P.&. pecial Sunday-school Department fur- 
nish everything new and old at short notice. 


U. D. WARD, Publisher, 


~paid 


1 SCRAP OR JAR PICTURES sent 
W. F » 478 


for 15cents. Address J. a 
W. Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. 








ee eee ee 


A MICROSCOPE WITH 100 MOUNTED OBJECTS 
FOR $1.00 


with name, 


} 95 ELEGANT ©. no two alik 
| me asean. N. ¥ 


10e., postpaid. J. B. HUSTED. 
2. 


alike. 





Smith’s micrograph with 100 beautiful microscopic 
pictures, phosoeree ed on glass. Ten slides with ten 
pictures on a slide. Will be sent by mail free on 
receipt of $1.00. Send for circular. Agents wanted. 

> Address D. L. Smith, Waterbury, Conn. 


Sacramental Sabbaths. 


Snowflake, Fleral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
ing Glory, Eastlake, Scotch, etc.. no two 
h name, ec Kagle Card Co.. Northiord. Ct. 











XFORD TRACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


— | 





WANAMAKER’S 
Grand=Depot. 


COMPRISING 


TWENTY STORES IN ONE, 


All on one Grand Floor, 


ae-THE STOCK IS IMMENSE,-@a 
And the prices are Lower than anywhere else, 





SILKS, 
DRESS GOODS, ; and everything that a lady wants. 
SHAWLS, 


| 
| 
LACES, | 
| 





GLOVES, 
SHOES, 


HATS, 
CLOTHING, 
BOOTS, 


SUITS, 
SHIRTS, 
RUBBERS, 


BLANKETS, 

SHEETINGS, 

CURTAINS, 
-—— Correspondence freely invited from -—— 


-—— outoftown. Samples promptly sent 
— by mail. wey teed 


and everything that a young lady wants 





and everything that a gentleman wants 





and everything that a boy wants. ' 





and everything wanted for the house- 
hoid. 








-_— 
_ 





The opening of 1878 opens many new features in the 
business at the Grand Depot, the principal of which 
is a GREAT REDUCTION in price of every 


thing. 
“JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Grand Depot, 13th St, 


RUSTIC WORK, | 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees 
Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses. Window Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale. 

Florists’ Supplies 
IN GENERAL 
This Hanging Basket in 
five sizes, 5, 952, 1144, l3and 
15 inches in iameter. 
Price. 75c., $1, [$1.50, $2.00, 
$2.50, sent by express to 
\) 22y part of the 
Hf receipt of price. 

/ Send stamp for Illustra- 
ve ved Catalogue. 


Rustie Mfe. Co., 


29 FULTON ST., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw,this in. 


- S., on 





— 
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Sett Complete in Terry, $75. 
Sett Complete in Plush, $85. 


Made in solid black wa!nut and finished in the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 per 
sett. Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. Church, 
Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture on hand of the 
latest and most approved patterns, or made to order 
at short notice. Photographs, with Price List, sent by 
mail if applied for. 


Paine's Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 


Boston, Mass. 


PERSONS 


WHO WOULD 


Send to New York to buy Furnirver, Carpets, 
Sitver anp PLarep Warr, Warton, Tower and ores 
Crocks, Warcurs, CommMuNION Sets, Courcn and Cot- 
TaGe ORGANs, Pris Nos, Bronzrs, Screntiric, Rare and 
Miscennaneous Booxs, Bisies, Sunpay-scnoon Li- 
BRARIEs, Music anp Music Books, JapaANEse and 
Cutna Wares, Bric-a-Brac, Picrures, CARRIUGES, 
ETC., ETC., if they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for them, can find such a party in our AGENCY. Orders 
will be faithfully and conscientiously filled without 
commission. 

Our facilities for purchasing Pianos and Organs 
enable us to furnish them much below manufacturers’ 
prices. 

Ladies’ Shopping Orders carefully and promptly 
executed by an Experienced Lady. Send clear descrip- 
tion of articles desired, accompanied by Postal Order, 
Registered Money Letter, or N. Y. Bank Draft. 

AZRO GOFF’S PURCHASERS’ AGENCY, 
212 Broadway, New York. 
maa Please keep this for future reference. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
Best quality WASH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
228 North Second Street, Philadelphia. 








AMATEUR PRINTERS 


Will save money by selecting their material from the 
handsomest and largest Catalogue published, Send 
stamp to NATIONAL TYPE CO., Philadelphia. 


5D 





Fashionable Cards, 18c., or 50 Cardinal and Na’ 
Blue, cia. STAR CARD OO., Richburg, N. 





